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But fences are broken.






The rebels, whom history repeatedly has given
the length of its long trajectory,



struggle and the fence is broken,



The rebels search each
other out. They walk
toward one another.



They find each other and
together break other fences.
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Foreword

Weare Everywhisréhe first book to truly capture and insatiable appetite outside activist circles for information
embody the exuberant creativity and radical intellect of thebout what this movement really stands for. Many claim to
protest movements opposing neoliberalism around the wdblelanswering this question but this book will do something
This book is not just about these movements; it is much more valuable: allow a general readership to catch an
genuinelyofthese movements, in the best possible way. Itiamediated glimpse of what it looks like from the inside,
the only project | have seen to emerge so authentically framd what it feels like to be there.
the movementes own culture, mirroring its core values of
decentralization and radical democracy in its own structumiéaomi Klein, author dfio Logo
and tone. By allowing activists to tell their own personal
stories, focusing on glimpses instead of top-down official
history, the stories somehow become instantly iconic. If a
baok could be a carnival instead of a linear narrative, it
would read like this.
Because of the unique process behind the book, | have no
doubt thatWeare Everywheitt be claimed by thousands of
activists around the world as a cultural creation that is truly
their own. But this is not just an activist book. There is an
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Openlng Salvo Notes from Nowhere, to produce this book.

But how does one begin to tell the history of a movement
with no name, no manifesto, and no leaders?
*Never again will a single story be told as if it is the only one€le answer is that you tell it the way you live it. Just as

... John Berger there is no single banner we march behind, no little red
baok, and no doctrine to adhere to, there is no single
Weare Everywhias somewhere between an activist narrative here. Rather than one dominant political voice,

anthology and a grassroots history, agitational collage andne dogma, one party line, we present you with a collision
direct action manual. It traces the anticapitalist movementsf subjectivities. These are moments both intimate and
from their emergence in 1994 to the present, documentingublic, charged with inspiration, fear, humour, the
the rise of an unprecedented global rebellion ... a rebellie@veryday, and the historic.
which is in constant flux, which swaps ideas and tactics Like this movement, we relish intimacy, subjectivity, and
across oceans, shares strategies between cultures and diversity, and we think that personal stories have as much
continents, gathers in swarms and dissolves, only to swafifinot more) to teach us as any manifesto. In this, we differ
again elsewhere. from many past traditions of struggle. We are part of a new,
But this is a movement of untold stories, for those fronradical, transformative politics based on direct democracy;
below are not those who get to write history, even thoughone that values our individual voices, our hopes, our joys,
we are the ones making it. our doubts, our disasters, and requires no sacrifice from us
The powerful look at our diversity and see only except that we sacrifice our fear. And so this book subverts
miscellany. The media report that we donst know what wetre conventional reporting of such movements, taking as its
talking about, we have no solutions, we represent nobodystarting point the experiences of those actually involved.
we should be ignored. If they would stay quiet for a while, The book is divided into seven sections, each introduced

they might begin to hear the many different accents, with essays on key characteristics of the movement, written
timbres, voices, and languages in which we are telling ouby the editors. After each essay comes a series of stories, in
myriad stories. roughly chronological order, which show the progression of

We vented a way to document, broadcast, and amplify the movement as it emerges, comes together, and matures.
these unheard stories coming from the grassroots movemknésspersed among these texts are do-it-yourself guides to
that have woven a global fabric of struggle during the lastdirect action.
decade. And so we came together as an editorial collective, Running throughout the book is a historical timeline. We
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chose to begin with the Zapatistas as we see their uprisirapntinue that dialogue through our website.
on 1 January 1994 as heralding a new era of resistance ~ When we started to bring these stories together, we were
movements, and we come full circle, ending with their  excited to confirm what weed always suspected ... that
retaking of San Cristébal de las Casas on 1 January 2003eftarate movements converge, recognize each other as allies
reveals the sheer scale and number of undocumented and struggle together.
struggles that go on, almost daily, all around the world. So where do you fit into all of this? Well, the Zapatistas,

Weare Everywheoes not, and could not, seek to preserftom behind their masks, are saying not *Do as we doZ, but
a packaged whole or complete overview, and its limitationsther, *We are youZ.
its editorial choices, are our own. In following a few threads But donet forget that what you hold in your hand is only a
of this complex, dispersed, and centreless web, the threaldeok. As Gerrard Winstanley, one of the English Diggers ...
that we began to pull were the ones closest to us, which who through exemplary direct action demanded the
wove through our own memories and experiences. As weabolishment of private property and encouraged the poor to
followed them, we realized that there were many places weclaim the commons ... wrote in 1649: Thoughts and words
couldnet reach, where barriers of language, culture, and ran in me that words and writing were all nothing, and
distance prevented us from hearing the voices of those must die, for action is the life of all, and if thou dost not act,
directly involved. Inevitably, this was particularly true of thou dost nothing.Z
the global South, and, in some cases, we have only been able
to translate these movements through the voices of Notes from Nowhere
Northern visitors working with those movements. Spring 2003
Whenever possible, these pieces have been read and  www.WeAreEverywhere.org
commented on by the social movements themselves before
making their way into the book.

The Zapatistas have taught us through their struggle
founded on radical notions of dialogue and participation to
embark on a rebellion which listens. In this spirit, we
produced in the summer of 2001 a 100-page preview booklet,
Notes from Everywhdrieh we gave for free to activists at
gatherings and actions in 11 countries on three continents,
soliciting critiques, feedback, and further contributions. We
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oIf you listen carefully to

the celebrating voices,
those of the rich and the
pow erful in their
corporate offices and
government buildings,
you can pick up a
nervous undertone. If
you watch the policy-
makers closely, you may
notice that the smiles
are often thin and the
hands that hold
champagne glasses
sometimes twitch,
involuntarily.

If you listen even more

carefully, you can
discover why. In the
background you can
hear another set of
voices ... those from
below ... far, far more
numerous. These are
voices the powerful do
not want to hear, but
they are having a
harder and harder time
ignoring them.

Some of these voices are

quiet and determined,
talking together in bare
tenements. Some are
singing and reciting
poetry in the plazas, or
stirring young hearts
with old tales deep in
the forests.



Some are discussing, All are talking about

planning their future, revolution, whether they
inventing lines or use that term or not.Z
chanting in the streets. ... Harry Cleaver

This book wouldnet exist if it wasnet
for the tireless, unsung efforts of
people everywhere working for no
reward except the sweet knowledge th
they are in the right place, at the right
time in history, doing the right thing.
This book is for them.
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Eﬁngﬁrﬁﬁ an irresistible global uprising

eIt is not only by shooting bullets in the battlefields that theinnghts, their dignity as indigenous people. But their

is overthrown, but also by hurling ideas of redemptiompisesdare lost in the damp canopy of forest as the camp

of freedom and terrible anathemas against the hangrmemriretders drown them out by blasting military

people bring down dictators and empires fZ marches, Musak, and the William Tell Overture over the PA

... Emiliano Zapata, Mexican revolutionary, 1914 system. And the soldiers are just children, far from home,

frightened of the Zapatistas, who the state Governor has

The new century is three days old when the Mexican amvarned are about to launch a violent attack on the base.
encampment of Amadér Hernandez, nestled deep in the But now, finally, the Tzeltal voices have penetrated the
Lacandon jungle of Chiapas in the countryes southeast,fence of power with their message of resistance to the
comes under attack from the air. The air force of the  federal troops, and lampooned the hyped threat of
indigenous Zapatista Army of National Liberation (EZLNgapatista violence. On each plane is written the words:
swoops down in its hundreds on the unprepared troopssWake up! Open your eyes so you can see f Soldiers, we

This is an army of paper aeroplanes which soar, cunkgyow that poverty has made you sell your lives and your
and dive in the dappled forest sunlight. Some are cauglsouls. | also am poor, as are millions. But you are worse
in the teeth of the barbed-wire fence. Some fall to the off, for defending our exploiters.Z
forest floor, and are silenced. But many are well-thrown ...A year and a half later on a shimmering hot day in
they rise, dip, bank, and swerve past the bracken and July 2001, Air Force One carries George W Bush into
black plastic sheeting straight into the army dormitoriesChristopher Columbus airport in the Italian city of Genoa

They are heavily armed with words of resistance andfor the G8 summit, where the eight most powerful men in
launched over the fence around the base by the local the world are gathering to decide the fate of six billion
people, indigenous Tzeltals. For weeks, months now, théyiman beings. They meet behind a vast, reinforced fence
have been chanting, singing, crying to the troops ... thatwhich marks the heavily militarized ered zones, where
they want peace. They want the low-flying military democratic law has been suspended, expressing opinions
aircraft to stop terrorizing their village. They donet want on the fate of the global economy rendered illegal, and
the army to build a road through their forest. They want protest forbidden. It exists to keep 300,000 protesters
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away from the eyes and ears of the G8. The fence surrounding the military base in Chiapas is the
And so the Zapatista air force launches its second same fence that surrounds the G8 meeting in Genoa. Ites

attack. These paper aeroplanes, covered with messagetheffence that divides the powerful from the powerless,

resistance and colourful images of Zapatista rebels, hathose whose voices decree, from those whose voices are

been carefully constructed by the small hands of schoolksilenced. And it is replicated everywhere.

children in Oventic, an autonomous Zapatista community For the fence surrounds gated communities of rich

in the highlands of Chiapas, and posted to activists in neighbourhoods from Washington to Johannesburg ...

Genoa. Arms curve, planes rise and fall, littering the  islands of prosperity that float in seas of poverty. It

ground inside and outside the red zone. surrounds vast estates of land in Brazil, keeping millions
Once again, rebel voices breach the fence of the  who live in poverty from growing food. Ites patrolled by
powerful. armed guards who keep the downtrodden and the

But what is it that connects the Genoa protesters andlisaffected out of shopping malls. Ites hung with signs
the Zapatistas? To uncover the character of the worldeswarning you to *Keep oute of places where your mother
largest social movement, you must follow the flight of aand grandmother played freely. This fence stretches across
paper aeroplane, from the Lacandén jungle in borders between rich and poor worlds. For the unlucky
southeastern Mexico to the streets of the Italian port citpoor who are caught trying to cross into the rich world,
of Genoa. Ites a paper aeroplane carrying a message ofhe fence encloses the detention centres where refugees

m hope, and of resistance. live behind razor wire.

m Built to keep all the ordinary people of the world out of

H Breaking fences the way, out of sight, far from the decision-makers and at
*Borders crumble; they wonst hold together on their owrthevenaeyeof their policies, this fence also separates us from

to shore them up constantly. They are fortified and p#&todkethings which are our birthright as human beings ...
by armed guards, these fences that divide a party ofletefyaftelter, culture, good health, nourishment, clean air,
diners on one side from the children on the other whasgethifor in a world entranced by profit, public space is
legs curve like wishbones, whose large eyes peer thprivgtizbd, land fenced off, seeds, medicines and genes
barbed wire at so much food ... there is no wall highpatentgd tevater metered, and democracy turned into

make good in such a neighbourhood. For this, of coypasghasing power. The fences are also inside us. Interior
what the fences divide.Z borders run through our atomized minds and hearts, telling
... Barbara Kingsolv@mall Wondey Harper Collins, 2002 us we should look out only for ourselves, that we are alone.
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OTHISS AN UPRISIN@S BIG AS THE trre toxic blooms ofhtear gasbhit. l;I'hhe radical guerrilla
electricians in South Africa break the fence of
REVOLUTI@-NA-ISHOOKI—HEWORL,D privatization that keeps the poor from having electricity
BETWEENSOOAND 1920 BEWARE.O by installing illegal connections themselves. Peasant
women across Asia gather to freely swap seed, defying
fences of market logic that would have them go into de
But borders, enclosures, fences, walls, silences are to buy commercial seed. *Keep the seeds in your hands|
being torn down, punctured, invaded by human hands, sister!Z they declare.

... Asian Vice-President of Goldman Sachs

JENEIN

. . . (]

warm bodies, strong voices which call out the most Those who tear down fences are part of the largest E
revolutionary of messages: You are not alone!Z globally interconnected social movement of our time. O
For we are everywhere. the last ten years, our protests have erupted on contine

591

Weare in Seattle, Prague, Genoa, and Washington. \Aker continent, fuelled by extremes of wealth and
are in Buenos Aires, Bangalore, Manila, Durban, and poverty, by military repression, by environmental
Quito. Many of these place names have been made icobieakdown, by ever-diminishing power to control our own
by protest, symbols of resistance and hope in a world lives and resources. We are furious at the increasingly
which increasingly offers little room for either. thin sham of democracy, sick of the lies of consumer

The Zapatistas have joined with thousands around theapitalism, ruled by ever more powerful corporations. We
world who believe that fences are made to be broken. are the globalization of resistance. But where we came
Refugees detained in the Australian desert tear down from, what we have done, who we are, and what we want
prison fences, and are secreted to safety by supportershave remained untold. These are our stories.
outside. The poor, rural landless of Brazil cut the wire
that keeps them out of vast uncultivated plantations andAn army of dreamers
swarm onto the properties of rich, absentee landlords, <And you, are you so forgetful of your past, is there no echo in
claim the land, create settlements, and begin to farm. your soul of your poets' songs, your dreamers' dreams, your
Protesters in Québec City tear down the fence known as rebels' calls?2Zmma Goldman
the swall of shamee surrounding the summit meeting of
the Free Trade Area of the Americas, and raise their volgepending on who you ask, the resistance began 510 years
in a joyful yell as it buckles under the weight of those ago when the indigenous of the Américas fought Columbus,
dancing on its bent back, engulfed in euphoria even whide 700 years ago when Robin Hood rode through the forests
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of England to protect the rights of commoners, or a littlethreatened the Zapatistase land rights. Article 27 had been
over 100 years ago when slavery was abolished througteiminated from the Mexican constitution, land reform
the Américas, or 150 years ago when working people fought for by Emiliano Zapata, folk hero and
became an international revolutionary movement, or 50 revolutionary, which created a nationwide system of
years ago when colonized countries gained their collectively owned and cultivated land, and which was
independence, or 30 years ago when populations acrosabsolutely incompatible with NAFTA. And so a courageous
Africa, Asia, and Latin America started rioting over the band of women and men launched a unique resistance
price of bread as the International Monetary Fund (IMF)movement that was to reinvent the radical political
began restructuring their economies. imagination for the world.

Or perhaps it was in 1988 when the IMF and World Under the cover of night the Zapatistas took control of
Bank were almost run out of Berlin by 75,000 protestergeven cities, set prisoners free, set fire to police
or 1999 when the same number disrupted the World Tréwadquarters and expropriated weapons found there,
Organization (WTQO) meeting in Seattle in 1999? For thaseupied City Halls, secured major highways, and declared
who like their history neat, 1994 emerges as a landmarkvar against the Mexican Government and the policies they
year as resistance to capitalism snowballed. Resistance#tiedneoliberalisnhMany were armed only with rifle-
IMF policies in the global South increased dramatically shaped sticks and toy guns. Their most powerful weapons
that year; around the world there were more general  were their words. They said they were «leading by
strikes than at any previous time in the 20th century  obeyingZ; that they were invisible people who had smasked
according to the labour journalist Kim Moody; radical themselves in order to be seenZ; that they didnst want to
ecological movements were re-introducing creative direseize power for themselves, but to break it into small
action tactics to popular protest in the US and the UK . pieces that everyone could hold. The war lasted for twelve
and as the Mexican economy crashed and burned, the days until Mexican civil society demanded a cease-fire and
Zapatista uprising took the world by storm. For peace negotiations, but the inspiration, the poetry, and the
simplicityss sake, let us start the story there. hope that run deep in the hearts of the Zapatistas was

As the clock chimed midnight on 1 January 1994, contagious, and the tale of the unlikely army found its way
indigenous Zapatista rebels emerged for the first time into the hearts and minds of activists around the world for
from the mists of the Lacandon rainforest. The new yeawhom hope had become a rare commaodity.
ushered in corporate rule in the guise of the North At the time, the Zapatista uprising seemed to come
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), a treaty thatfrom out of nowhere. The 1990s was a time of triumphant
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optimism for capitalism. The old enemy of the Soviet vanguard revolutionaries. People had grown weary of .ﬁl
Empire had collapsed, and with it the remaining being ordered about, whether by their oppressors or the
opposition to the capitalist system. Economic globalizatswsif-appointed liberators. E
... the imposition of the «frees market into every corner of Into this chapter of history entered the Zapatistas, ﬂ
the globe ... was worshipped by economists as a kind ahasked people the colour of the earth, women wearing m
fundamentalist religion. Every piece of earth, every multi-coloured clothes, some carrying make-shift weapon
natural resource, and billions of pairs of human hands, and all speaking a quite different language of resistance rg'
feet, and backs became raw material to create productdaied, poetry, indigenous culture, diversity, ecology, dignity.

sell on the global market, and that created growth, and The Zapatistas understood the power of subjectivity, spokH
growth, we were told, was good for everyone. Capitalisithe language of dreams, not just economies.

was so ubiquitous people forgot they were living under an Though their army had a hierarchical command E
eisme ... the time for all isms, in fact, seemed over. structure, the communities they represented had no m

During this period, the disappointed fragments of the leaders, only those who led by following the will of the
left had either turned towards the ascendant neoliberal people, who demanded an end to the war, and who have
sun, or withdrawn into disillusion. They didnet know whatled the army into pursuing an unusual path towards peace
to do with the Zapatistas. As indigenous people, they didneta true peace, which includes dignity and justice, which
fit into a Marxist model of proletarian revolution of the  has no room for hunger, for death by military and
sort that had flourished in Latin America in previous paramilitaries, or loss of their land. They did not march on
decades. But as the embers of the old left faded and  the capital to seize the state, nor did they want to secede
capitalism declared itself immutable, inevitable, there wefeom it. What they wanted was autonomy, democracy,
packets of resistance abroad ready to hear a new story. nothing for ourselves alone, but everything for everyoneZ.
Or rather, stories. For the time of single ideologies and Activists from around the world declared their
grand narratives was over. People were sick of sacrificisglidarity with the Zapatista autonomous zones, and
themselves for the sake of gigantic game plans which asked: *What do you want us to do?Z The Zapatistas, taken
didnet account for their individual needs, their humanity,aback by so much attention, replied that for them,
their culture, their creativity. They were unwilling to be solidarity would be for people to make their own
soldiers or martyrs in movements whose big-picture andevolutions in ways which would be relevant to their own
top-down solutions were to be imposed on the smasseshyes. As one activist put it: *The Zapatistas translated
which too often existed only in the imaginations of struggle into a language that the world can feel, and
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invited us all to read ourselves into the story, not as by white-overalled Italian dissidents. Not a homogenized
supporters but as participants.Z And in doing so, the band of revolutionary proletariat, but a diverse band of
Zapatistas unleashed an international insurrection of marginal people ... vagabonds, sweatshop workers,
hope against the forces of global capital. indigenous peoples, illegal immigrants, squatters,
In 1998, a year before protesters shut down the meeiingilectuals, factory workers, tree-sitters, and peasants.
of the WTO in Seattle, Subcomandante Marcos, military History, like resistance, began to accelerate. In 1996 the
strategist and spokesperson of the Zapatistas, said: sDaapatistas called this diverse band to an eInternational
give too much weight to the EZLN; ites nothing but a  Encuentfencounter) Against Neoliberalism and For
symptom of something more. Years from now, whether blumanity« in the rainforests of Chiapas; this was the
not the EZLN is still around, there is going to be protesthistoric moment when these rebels recognized each other
and social ferment in many places. | know this becauseand their common enemy. Also in 1996, arguably the first
when we rose up against the government, we began totear gas-wreathed summit of the globalization era was
receive displays of solidarity and sympathy not only froreld in Manila in the Philippines, when 130,000 protesters
Mexicans, but from people in Chile, Argentina, Canada,against the Asia Pacific Economic Community (APEC)
the United States, and Central America. They told us thateeting faced 30,000 police and soldiers, the slums were
the uprising represents something that they wanted to bulldozed to sanitize the city, and dissenters filled the
say, and now they have found the words to say it, eachjails. In 1997 another Zapatista-inspiEeduentted to the
his or her respective country. | believe the fallacious  creation in 1998 of Peoplese Global Action, a network of
notion of the end of history has finally been destroyed.Zgrassroots social movements who swore to resist capitalism
«The naming of the intolerable is itself hope,Z wrote with direct action, whilst throughout 1998 unrest and wave
John Berger. With their uprising the Zapatistas named arpon wave of strikes and speople powere uprisings in the
old enemy in new clothing ... neoliberal globalization. wake of financial crisis broke across South East Asia. The
Their rebel yell: «Ya BastalZ (Enough!) announced the ematworks strengthened further as internationally co-
of the end of history. This cry, and their communiqués ordinated days of action targeted the WTO in May 1998 and
posted on the internet, echoed around the world. They the G8 in 1999 with a global Carnival against Capital.
were heard by urban street reclaimers in London; by land But the anticapitalist movement only became visible to
squatters in Brazil; by Indian farmers burning geneticallhe Northern media during spectacular moments of
modified crops; by hackers, cyberpunks, media guerrillagynfrontation at global economic summits in the rich
by Seattle anarchists; by Africans rioting against the IM®orld. The first to make it onto their radar screen was on
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30 November 1999 when the WTO meeting was rudelyfirst century started in Seattle,Z ran the headline of Iﬁl
interrupted in Seattle. French newspapée Mondke following morning.

The city ground to a halt when a new generation of Together, through the process of international E
activists, using radically decentralized, creative tactics, gatherings, global networking and joint mass actions, thﬂ
outwitted the police and successfully prevented the WT@ovement has created a rich fabric, both strong in its m
from launching a fresh round of free trade negotiations.global solidarity and supremely flexible in its celebration
Locked-down, tear gassed, and beaten with truncheonspf local autonomy. This global fabric of struggle breaks _r‘
they blocked the WTO delegatese way to the conferencwith single-issue politics, transcends divisions of class, H
centre, argued with them about patents on life, the globedce, language, religion, and nationality, is strengthenedH
forest logging agreement, and enforced privatization. by diversity, stretches around the globe, and yet is the
They insisted that their world was not for sale. Businessatural outgrowth of resistance cultures as different as E
leaders looked on, stunned. None of them could tell if Korean auto-parts manufacturers, indigenous Andean m
Seattle was a carnival or a riot, where it had come fromfarmers, and European squatters.
or who these people were. It was an epic confrontation to
decide who would go forth into the new century Rule of the market, by the market
ascendant ... people or corporations. To attract companies like yoursf we have felled mountains,

US Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky, due to razed jungles, filled swamps, moved rivers, relocated towns;
greet 5,000 international trade delegates at the summites all to make it easier for you and your business to do busines
opening ceremonies, was trapped in her hotel room by thehere.Z. Philippines Government advefdnune, placed in 1975
street blockades, as was US Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright. By 10.00 am, Albright was screaming down th&leoliberalism, an economic theory which is the latest
telephone to the Governor to call in the National Guardincarnation of capitalism, means rule by the market. In
At 10.05 am the tear gas started. Mass arrests, concussitrer words, the market should be the predominant
grenades, curfews, plastic bullets, beatings, and prison arbiter of all the decisions in a society.
followed for many of the protesters, hundreds of whom  The central fact of our time is the upwards transfer of
refused to give their names when arrested. The police power and wealth ... never have so many been governed by
entered them on the arrest records as «John/Jane WTQsh faw. The economy has globalized but in this new world
few days later, the summit ended in failure ... collapsingrder there is no room for people. We are ruled over by
from within while attacked from without. «The twenty- transnational corporations and the World Trade
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Organization, the World Bank, and the International and the World Bank, organizations which ensure the
Monetary Fund; our lives can be ruined at the whim of continued dominance of the rich nations. Meanwhile, the

the financial markets. In their view, a deregulated, people of those rich nations are being estructurally
privatized, corporate-led global «freee trade regime is thadjustede too, as the World Trade Organization rolls back
answer to humanityes problems. democracy in the name of trade, unravelling decades of

But «frees trade is on an inevitable collision-course witfocial progress.
democracy. For history shows that the exercise of genuine Ours is the complex task of resisting this power
democracy will always act as a brake on the free markeexercised through a web of political, economic and
The dawning of the twentieth century saw, along with  military systems, representing entrenched and often
deepening democracy and universal suffrage, an increasavisible interests. In a global economy, there is no seat of
in social safety nets for the working poor. All this has beeower for the new guerrillas to storm. This is why
rolled back since the 1980s by the advent of neoliberaligmmotesters have been targeting international summit
As economies are liberalized and public assets sold off, meetings. Unaccountable institutions that determine the
political freedoms are increasingly curtailed and the statéate of the global economy ... the World Trade
is employed in keeping down the objections of its own Organization, the World Bank, the International
protesting populations. The key decisions of our lives ddMonetary Fund, the G8, the World Economic Forum ...
not belong to us. We are the uninvited, standing on the have not been able to meet in recent years without being
peripheries as others shape the world in their own imagaccompanied by protest.
Weare disconnected from what we produce and what we The spectacle of carnivalesque theatres of popular
consume, from the earth and from one another. We live @emocracy outside these summits contrasts sharply with
an arid, homogenized culture. the undemocratic and secret negotiations of trade
Neoliberalism achieves this by use of its two most ministers and corporate lobbyists going on behind the
potent weapons. Firstly, messages of prosperity ... we ganlice lines. These tactics are potent weapons, unmasking
all have what the rich have, as long as we keep our hedtls true nature of neoliberalismes economic mythologies
down and keep working. Secondly, when this doesnet and institutions, and simultaneously blowing apart the
work, economic muscle. Between 1990 and 1997, cultural malaise of late capitalism with authentic cries of
«developinge countries paid out more in servicing their rebellion, of culture re-engaged with the real.
debt than they received in loans ... a transfer of $77 billiorFor together we are the inversion, the mirror opposite,
from South to North through the machinery of the IMF of a strata of concentrated power from above, in which
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decisions that affect billions of human lives are made atresistance against the ruling classese policy of
transnational level where the market is king. We embodyansforming common land available for the use of all,
the real world below, the sphere of all those factors notinto fenced-off grazing areas for sheep to encourage th
reducible to a commodity to be bought and sold on a native wool industry for their own private gain. This
global marketplace; human beings, nature, culture ... aprocess, known as senclosures, remains one of the mos
international multitude that in its diversity challenges  powerful concepts in understanding contemporary

the idea that the global surfaces of the world market areapitalism, just as tearing down fences is one of the mo

w3

a6,

interchangeable. powerful symbols of resistance to enclosure.
These unprecedented enclosures were precursors to
Dollars in the soil mass clearing of the lands of peasants, and the eventu

*We are not a market ... first and foremost, we are a peogieing of these people into the cities to become the
.. Declaration of South American Chemical and Paper Worker§actory workers of the industrial revolution where their
labour, too, became an sencloseds commodity. The
In April 2001, a few weeks before thirty-four heads of dramatic upheaval of industrialization in Britain between
state met in Québec City to hammer out details of tradel785 and 1830 was the first of its kind in the world.
liberalization throughout the western hemisphere, a moBweeping Enclosure Acts led to millions of acres of
of merry men and women dressed as Robin Hood and commonly held land being fenced off, pushing people off
Maid Marian occupied the Pacific Stock Exchange in Sdand, taking away their common rights of usage: collecting
Francisco, demanding that the secret negotiating text ofire wood, growing crops, grazing animals, gathering food,
the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) be releasetlttting, and fishing. Over half of all cultivated land in
the public. As he was carried away by police officers, ofggland was put into private hands, until no county had
Robin Hood yelled: «I do not recognize the authority of more than three per cent of its area held in common. An
the Sheriff of Nottingham!Z The bemused police bundleentire class of people experienced a loss of independence
him into the back of their van as he shouted to the and freedom, traditions of local exchange and mutual
cheering crowds, *Robin Hood will be back!Z assistance were shattered, and formerly self-sufficient
In thirteenth-century England, Robin Hood and his people became wholly dependent on what they could earn
band of merry men defied the authority of the Sheriff ofand buy in a cash economy.
Nottingham, but not just by robbing the rich to feed the = Compare this to the contemporary process by which
poor. One theory suggests that Robin Hood is a fable ocommunal lands from Africa to the Pacific are torn apart
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under the World Bank and IMFes Structural Adjustment medicines ... all are tainted by the logic of capital and the
Programme& he Economistgazine invoked the fence of elevation of the commaodity above all else.
capital when it declared that Africa's land, smust be As a result the Northern post-industrial rebels against
enclosed and traditional rights of use, access and graziegclosure began as culture jammers, software hackers, GM
extinguished,Z as it is «private ownership of land that hasop-pullers, road protesters. Making the connections
made capitalism workZ. Native American poet John Trudell calls them <blue

And so the peasant, indigenous, and social movementadifns”, because, he says: *The world is now an
the South are facing something similar to the first wave ofindustrial reservation and everybody is the Indian, and
enclosure in rural England; they are being thrown off theiour common colour is the blues.Z
lands and having their rights to water, to pasture, to forests, These two groups; the natural resource-based
to seeds taken away from them. Via Campesina, the movements ... the indigenous, the farmers ... of the South,
international peasant farmers union uniting farmers, rural and the post-industrial marginalized of the North, have
women, indigenous groups and the landless is one of thesomehow recognized in one another a shared enemy ...
most extraordinary examples of the movementse capacityglobal capital. Suddenly, the <blue indiansZ and the real

international networking, a veritable international Indians are speaking the same language. Subcomandante
peasantse revolt in the making. With a combined Marcos rejects the eplastic playlandsZ of corporate
membership of millions, from Brazilian landless to development that will dispossess the people of Chiapas of

Indonesian farmers it represents probably the largest singleeir land, while Northern anticapitalists reject the

mass of people opposed to the WTO. The first points of spectacles of consumer capitalism, those same plastic

resistance to global capitalism have been those who still playlands that have covered every inch of their towns,

depend upon natural resources directly for their livelihoodand their souls. Together they are creating a movement of
Meanwhile, in post-industrial societies which went movements that defies easy classification, a rebellion

through this process hundreds of years ago, today whose character is one of anarchic hybridity, a potent

neoliberalism is penetrating the everyday, having to ~ mixture of the symbolic and the instrumental.

eencloses new areas of our lives, areas previously All over the world similar struggles, struggles against

unimaginable: From the invasion of the material fabric adhe commaodification of every aspect of life, are being

life through the patenting of gene types, from the openingaged every day. A poster attached to the fence in Québec

of markets in health, social care and education through @ty read, Capital is enclosure: First it fenced off the

the assertion of intellectual property rights over land. Then it metered the water. It measured our time. It

28



plundered our bodies and now it polices our dreams. Wihe Indymedia websites. Iﬁl
cannot be contained. We are not for sale.Z Unbeknown to Against the single economic blueprint where the

each other a Thai rural coalition, the Assembly of the market rules, we represent diverse, people-centred E
Poor, had used almost the same terms one year earlieralternatives. Against the monoculture of global capital, Wi gl
When thousands of rural Thais ... farmers, fisherfolk, thdemand a world where many worlds fit. m
landless ... converged to protest against the Asian Taday, the different movements around the world are
Development Bank meetings in Chiang Mai in May 2000usy strengthening their networks, developing their “
they carried a tombstone on their backs inscribed with taetonomy, taking to the streets in huge carnivals agains

words, *There is a price on the water, a meter in the riceapital, resisting brutal repression and growing strongerH

paddies, dollars in the soil, resorts in the forests.Z as a result, and exploring new notions of sharing power
rather than wielding it. Our voices are mingling in the E
Spaces of hope fields and on the streets across the planet, where

*The longing for a better world will need to arise at the isesgmegly separate movements converge and the wave
meeting place of many movements of resistance, asgiahgl essistance becomes a tsunami causing turbulence
there are sites of enclosure and exclusion. The resistanosamitibef miles away, and simultaneously creating
as transnational as capital. Because enclosure takesripgigéadvhich lap at our doorstep. Resisting together, our
forms, so shall resistance to it.Z hope is reignited: hope because we have the power to
... lain A Bodatjrst World, Ha Ha Ha/ City Lights, 1995 reclaim memory from those who would impose oblivion,

hope because we are more powerful than they can possibly

One of the great strengths of this movement of movemeint&gine, hope because history is ours when we make it

has been its capacity to rekindle the idea of a global  with our own hands.

political project defined by notions of diversity, autonomy;,

ecology, democracy, self-organization, and direct action.Notes from Nowhere

This activism is an attempt to intervene directly in the

process of corporate globalization. These spaces of hope are

reclaimed urban streets, the de-privatized wells and

irrigation canals of Cochabamba in Bolivia, the community

gardens of New York City, the appropriated farmland of the

Landless Movement of Brazil, the open publishing wire of
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Everyone was pushing hasthool children and their parents, eco-over the Wa"

elderly local residents. First it creaked, then craeked. dhd theye - - -
wooden fence fell. Erected by the Department of Transport (DOTSOthlsS dlreCt act|0nl
Common in east London in the winter of 1993, the fence surrounby Noam Leven

chestnut tree, condemned to sawdust because it was growing in Wu u.ﬁ}#cw

road. It took no time for people to push it down, to reclaim their c . ‘bas alwag/sf. LOS'tA'n Ia pa;t of Londorrl] ne_lther Ofd
weeks later the DOT came back. Despite the resistance, they cut'Fo h%"fsro- een _to elore. A place far acrpss_t € river an
e east, with a postcode, E11, that indicates a zone

year-old tree, but it took them ten hours. way 10 L . . .
on the endless periphery of our sprawling city. Eventually

Demolishing that fence was a spontaneous act of popular rebelliopvenfoitinecarheee we were meant to be, a nondescript semi-
defining moment for the British direct action movement in the earlyj&886hidtl house, pebble-dashed in grey, steeped in normalcy
catalyzed a campaign of direct action against the M11 link road, whitti belpeslingeite by a sea of suburbia.

road protest camps to multiply across the country. Tactics imported frdoameone opened the door and quickly whisked us inside.
environmental activists in the United States and Australia (such astbsietrggtremell hit us ... the smell of wet clothes and bonfire
houses and using bodies to block bulldozers) were highly effectivesandkeowdd/engroup of about 30 people sat on the floor of the
expensive for the road builders. Public opinion was behind the molrgingnt@oeth¥oung dreadlocked hippies, elderly women
governmentes road programme was soon in tatters. Budgets weregigiging aveigof tea, a few people looking like bike

road plans scrapped. In response the government introduced a drasesigemigaesofall listening attentively to a woman in her late
legislation, the 1994 Criminal Justice Bill, which included criminalizivediiegt adtionwas enthusiastically explaining the ins and
removing the right to silence, and banning rave parties. outs of Operation Road Block. For a suburban house, it was

Instead of stopping the movement, the Bill did quite the opposite.u %%HH,'EP@W' empty of trinkets and the amassed stuff

uniquely diverse coalition emerged to fight it as all the disparate
interests were threatened banded together: hunt saboteurs, peac%
football supporters, squatters, radical lawyers, gypsies, ravers, disg
activists. The idea of single-issue politics dissolved as new relatia%(ﬁi
new networks were born. wa

suffocates suburban interiors. We were in one
8 y squatted houses on the route of the M11 link
Ao L. was being built through this area, destroying

geveral patches of ancient woodland in its
peration Road Block was a month of daily direct
action intended to delay the construction of the much-
contested road scheme and cost the developers large
amounts of money.

xn
(Ze)
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Half an hour later we were walking in a single file througs p|| | was trying to do was defend
one of the threatened pieces of woodland, crouched one

behind the other, a bunch of clumsy urbanites desperately our local bit of land. I've never

trying to make as little noise as possible while creeping thought of myself as political before

thrpugh the undergrowth. | wasnet really sure where we we but this has shown me that all life

going, or exactly what we were meant to do. | knew why Iv | .. . . -

there ... to disrupt the road builders: to place my body in th 1S Politics ... if you step out of line.Z

way of the machinery which was destroying this ... East London resident and protester against the M11 link road, 1994

neighbourhood and to try and prevent another triumph of

crazy car culture. The training told us our legal rights and moments where the normal flow of life is suddenly

some basic tactical tips, but what exactly | was going to dointerrupted. A tiny fraction of time expanded,

once | got there, | had no idea. And frankly | was scared ...encompassing everything, filling itself with many

terrified. l«d never taken direct action, never jumped on a thoughts, questions, dilemmas. Am | really going to go over

bulldozer, never even been arrested, and in seven months thaé wall? Ites too tall, l'm not going to make it. Il hurt

| would be a father. Was this a responsible thing to be doing®yself. Whates on the other side of it, anyway? Arenst we
A high wall topped with sharp shards of broken glass just going to fall into the waiting arms of the police?

embedded in concrete marked the edge of the woodland. Wadthough a thousand thoughts flowed through my mind

stopped beside it. | looked up and wondered ... were wein that moment, it was actually my body that took over and

really going to go over that? Someone threw a roll of carpeide my decision for me. My muscles, by now bathed in

over the protruding bits of glass. *Quick ... over the wall,Zdrenaline, knew exactly what to do. My knees bent, my

they whispered breathlessly. | froze, hit by one of those arms reached up, and | jumped. Someone held out their

H to the forefront of political imaginations across the
The ReStIeS,S Marglns planet. Within 24 hours the Mexican army responds,
moments of resistance and bombing communities and killing at least 145
rebellion: 1994 - 2003 indigenous people. An outraged Mexican civil society
\ 1994 // retaliates with massive demonstrations calling for an

>> January 1 >¥he EZLN (Zapatista Army of ~ end to military repression. The date of the uprising
National Liberation) declares war against Mexico,marks the implementation of the North American Free
bringing its inspirational struggle for life and humafitgle Agreement (NAFTA), which condemns millions of
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hand and pulled me over the top of the wall. As if the steel fences enclosing this piece of land, which was
weightless, my body complied and seemed to fly over whaéstined to become a four lane motorway one day.
had seconds ago seemed like an unassailable obstacle. | ~ So this was it, this was direct action. Not asking someone
landed on my feet, leaves crunching on impact, and begaglse to do something for us, but doing it ourselves. We had
to run. At first | did not know where to go; | couldnet see crossed walls, broken down fences, and claimed this land as
any machinery to jump on. We seemed to be on some cleaned Our bodies had trespassed. Our feet had walked across
land, bounded on one side by the wall and on the others the line that separates the private from the public. Our
newly erected steel fencing. The only thing that made sems&ds had evicted the fear that tells us not to disobey and
was to head towards one of the two large oak trees that Ihad ignited the hope that anything is possible.
could see a few yards away. | propelled my body towards th&hat day was the first step of a journey which would
base of one of the trunks as a flash of fluorescent clothingransform my entire life ... a journey to places, struggles, and
lurched at me. Security guards, everywhere. rebellions | never imagined on that spring morning as |

A group of us huddled around the base of the tree trurdrouched beside the wall, wondering if | should jump or not.
Half an hour ago | had never met any of these people; now
we were intimately entangled, arms locked together, limbsloam Leven is a pseudonym
thrashing, a mass of squirming bodies resisting the guardss
attempts to remove us. | remembered the trainerss wordsResources:
*Keep your thumbs tucked in so they canet prise open youIExtensive site with links and infomation on radical ecological direct action
hands.Z That strange suburban house now felt several movements: www.eco-action.org
worlds away. » Not for rent:conversations with creative activists in the Uil Twin

lem not sure what happened next. The clarity of the pebblications, Amsterdam/Seattle, 1995
moment ... jumping over the wall ... turned into a blur  » DIY Culture: Party and Protest in Nineties BritaiEd. George McKay,
populated by frantic security guards and police. But after \erso, London/New York, 1998.
much pulling on limbs, something extraordinary happened.
They gave up and just walked off the site. sWeeve done it!Z
someone shouted from one of the piles of bodies. *Wesve
squatted the land, taken it back!Z A cheer went up, whoops
of joy. Our pragmatic embraces turned into warm hugs of
victory. We stood up and immediately began dismantling
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Gideon Mendell/RTS archives

Creative tactics protect Claremont Road, an occupied street on the route of the M11. London, Uk

indigenous people, peasants, farmers, and worketseaosedses in hotels. team up with local people to try and defend their
North America to poverty, and accelerates >> February 3 >¥housands of Indian villagers  public space.

environmental destruction and corporate ascendagather on the banks of the Narmada River to celebraAmil >>Peasants form 850 self-defence

>> January 27 >New labour laws provoke a 24 hueigtory in their year-long campaign to halt the  committees across Bolivia to block roads and resist
general strike across Spain. Major cities are occiyedeshwar hydropower dam ... the first to be buritlitarization, the result of the US demand that the

by police, and rioting erupts sporadically as hundretis using private finance. Bolivian government eradicate 1,750 hectares of coca
of thousands take to the streets. Shops, airports>anillarch >>Campaign against the M11 link roagroduction, under threat of an international economic
railway stations close, and tourists must fend forbegins in earnest in London, UK, as anti-road aeivizsgo from the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
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In January 199@wo years after the uprising, the Zapatistas sent cTOmOrrOW Beglns TOd ay

to social movements on every continent to hold regional gatherin:

for what they called the sFirst Intercontinental Meeting for Humarl nVItatIon to an |nSU rreCthn
NeoliberalismZ planned to take place deep in the heart of the Laby Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos

the end of July. . . . .
y Welcome to the Zapatista reality. Welcome to this territory

They didn<t expect many people would want to make the arduousijeusteigigléhéor humanity. Welcome to this territory in

jungle of Chiapas, endure the military checkpoints with their strip sedyefiésrarzjainst neoliberalism.

interrogations, and brave the mud and the mosquitoes just to attend anfrestingniSuliream that awakens today in La Realidad

the response was overwhelming. On 27 July 1996 over 3,000 grassseretn aotivetsifeamed by us, we thought it would be a failure.
more than 40 countries spanning five continents gathered in five hangthoilight that, maybe, we could gather here a few dozen
conference centres, beautifully carved out of the jungle, each hostpé(@me diterest handful of continents. We were wrong. As
autonomous indigenous community. always, we were wrong. It wasnst a few dozen, but

Berlin squatters sporting green mohawks exchanged tactics with l\”ﬁ%ﬁ PHQ“?“ bemlgs thoshe Whol came rf]roml the fl;/e
masks; the mothers of the disappeared of Argentina swapped sto ‘% themselves in the reality at the close o
ntlet century.

strikers; and Iranian exiles listened to Rage Against the Machine. ﬁ/
hallucinating mixture of cultures. «Next time we will have to invite the ﬁ
Subcomandante Marcos quipped. This was the beginning of the

entity, a movement that was about to radically redefine the polmcal r‘%
Despite the multitude of differences, everyone agreed on a comm H‘é
globalization and the desire, as the initial invite stated: *not to con
but simply to make it anewZ.

XK grfi born within these mountains, these Zapatista
chij the ears of those who could listen, care
gaﬁeunc It anew, so that it might travel far away and
[he sheer lunacy of calling to the five
%%o re ect clearly on our past, our present, and
uture und that it wasnet alone in its delirium. Soon
Iunames from the whole planet began to work on bringing
Many dared to hope that the scattered pockets of resistance that hpe gitbaiedtberest in La Realidad.
in the Mexican jungle would link up and grow, but no-one quite knew labvea® they who dare to let their dreams meet with all
going to follow this extraordinary gathering. This is an extract fromigahgasaandaotethe world? What is happening in the
Marcose closing remarks on the lastigheofitheld in the Zapatistamountains of the Mexican southeast that finds an echo and
outpost community named <La Realidad,Z which means reality. a mirror in the streets of Europe, the suburbs of Asia, the
countryside of America, the townships of Africa, and the
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houses of Oceania? What is it that is happening with the On the one side is neoliberalism with all its repressive

peoples of these five continents who, so we are all told, godyver and all its machinery of death; on the other side is

encounter each other to compete or make war? Wasnst tiilee human being.

turn of the century synonymous with despair, bitterness, In any place in the world, anytime, any man or woman

and cynicism? From where and how did all these dreamsrebels to the point of tearing off the clothes that resignation

come to La Realidad? has woven for them and cynicism has dyed grey. Any man or
May Europe speak and recount the long bridge of its gammnan, of whatever colour, in whatever tongue, speaks and

crossing the Atlantic and history in order to rediscover itsedfays to himself, to herself: *Enough is enouglth basta!

in La Realidad. May Asia speak and explain the gigantic leag-or struggling for a better world all of us are fenced in,

of its heart to arrive and beat in La Realidad. May Africa threatened with death. The fence is reproduced globally. In

speak and describe the long sailing of its restless image tevery continent, every city, every countryside, every house.

come to reflect upon itself in La Realidad. May Oceania spealerss fence of war closes in on the rebels, for whom

and tell of the multiple flight of its thought to come to rest humanity is always grateful.

in La Realidad. May America speak and remember its But fences are broken. In every house, in every

swelling hope to come to renew itself in La Realidad. countryside, in every city, in every state, in every country,
May the five continents speak and everyone listen.  on every continent,the rebels, whom history repeatedly has

May humanity suspend for a moment its silence of shameiven the length of its long trajectory, struggle and the fence

and anguish. is broken.

May humanity speak. May humanity listen.... Each The rebels search each other out. They walk toward one
country, each city, each countryside, each house, each another. They find each other and together break other
person, each is a large or small battleground. fences.

and World Bank. Fileméan Escobar of the BolivianimiNergsDelhi against the General Agreement on Qegifsization (WTO) is signed in Marrakesh, Morocco.
federation points out: *The Andean world was borangiiffrade (GATT) treaty which will become the Wade representatives from 120 countries sign on,

the coca leaf thousands of years ago and the coc&éelef Organization. The police react to the presumably having read its 22,000 pages which weighe
and coca chewing are part of our culturef The  demonstrators shooting arrows, and throwing stanes 11,395 pounds.

transformation of coca leaf into cocaine is a problemdo$andals by attacking with water cannons anchteféliay >>An entire street in London, Claremont

the industrialized countries who discovered that cgeain80 people are injured, including several poliB®ad, is squatted by activists in an attempt to halt the
could be extracted. Yet we Bolivians are the victinadfiéers with arrow wounds. construction of the M11 motorway. Barricading the

>> April 5-6 >>More than 150,000 Indians protest> April 15 >>The treaty establishing the World Tratteet transforms it into a car-free community in
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In the countrysides and cities, in the states, in the nations
on the continents, the rebels begin to recognize each oth
to know themselves as equals and different. They contint
on their fatiguing walk, walking as it is now necessary to
walk, that is to say, struggling....

A reality spoke to them then. Rebels from the five
continents heard it and set off walking.

Some of the best rebels from the five continents arrive
in the mountains of the Mexican Southeast. All of them
brought their ideas, their hearts, their worlds. They came
La Realidad to find themselves in otherse ideas, in others
reasons, in otherse worlds.

A world made of many worlds found itself these days i
the mountains of the Mexican Southeast.

A world made of many worlds opened a space and
established its right to exist, raised the banner of being
necessary, stuck itself in the middle of earthes reality to
announce a better future. But what next?

A new number in the useless enumeration of the
numerous international orders?

A new scheme that calms and alleviates the anguish ¢
having no solution?

A global program for world revolution?

A utopian theory so that it can maintain a prudent
distance from the reality that anguishes us?

A scheme that assures each of us a position, a task,
title, and no work?

The echo goes, a reflected image of the possible and
forgotten: the possibility and necessity of speaking and
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*At times hidden by the clouds that

floated in and out of the trees
stretching beyond, mile after mile
after mile, they sensed that they
were part of a <historical evente

with no clear precedents; with the
density; depth, and shape associated
with turning points ... with palpable
far-reaching changes in movements
that, starting small, can yet sweep
over vast spaces of the world.

Who knows how this day will unfold

into the unforeseeable future? Will

it be analogous to the day the
Luddites first smashed the
machines of the Industrial
Revolution? Or will this day mark
one of the several small steps taken
tow ards the demise of global
neoliberalism?Z
Encuentro, 27 July 19%&assroots Postmodernisrded Books

... Gustavo Esteva, describing the First



listening; not an echo that fades away, or a force that inclusive, tolerant of itself, full of hope, continues.
decreases after reaching its apogee. The human and rebel voice, consulted on the five
Let it be an echo that breaks barriers and re-echoes. continents in order to become a network of voices and of
Let it be an echo of our own smallness, of the local andesistances continues.
particular, which reverberates in an echo of our own

greatness, the intercontinental and galactic. Wedeclare: That we will make a collective network of all our
An echo that recognizes the existence of the other angarticular struggles and resistances. An intercontinental
does not overpower or attempt to silence it. network of resistance against neoliberalism, an
An echo of this rebel voice transforming itself and intercontinental network of resistance for humanity.
renewing itself in other voices. This intercontinental network of resistance, recognizing
An echo that turns itself into many voices, into a differences and acknowledging similarities, will search to
network of voices that, before Poweres deafness, opts to find itself with other resistances around the world.
speak to itself, knowing itself to be one and many. This intercontinental network of resistance is not an

organizing structure; it doesnet have a central head or
Let it be a network of voices that resist the war that the decision maker; it has no central command or hierarchies.

Power wages on them. Weare the network, all of us who resist.
A network of voices that not only speak, but also struggle

and resist for humanity and against neoliberalism. Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos is the Zapatistass masked spokesperson
The world, with the many worlds that the world

needs, continues. Resources:
Humanity, recognizing itself to be plural, different, » Zapatismo explained: www.ezln.org & www.flag.blackened.net

resistance which lasts for six months. One hundi@multo form Reclaim the Streets. >> July 8-10 >3The G7 meet in Naples, Italy. The local

foot towers rise from the rooftops, a network of >> June >>A World Bank delegation appraising theommunist mayor insists on having grand receptions fo
tunnels are built beneath, nets are hung across taeng Sua Ten dam in northeast Thailand is surrthentledds of state and for participants in *The Other
street, junked cars are filled with plants and usedys,000 angry villagers, who demand that the Wétdnomic SummitZ, part of the protests which have
blooming barricades. When the $3.3 million evictgank leave. *There is no need for any more studietalked the G7 summits since 1984. Seven activists fror
takes place, 1,300 police and security guards wdrkcause we oppose the project,Z they say. Whentsevasatest countries of five continents send the G7 a
nonstop for four days to remove 500 residents andnsultants return two days later, they are draggechéssage: *Keep your wealth. Enjoy your consumer
locked-down activists. Activists from this campaigfregacar and beaten. No further delegations are seivilization. Withdraw completely your interest,
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Goods and moneyoss borders flmelyhen people try to do the sarThe%_nS- Paplers

face repression. In the global economy, the migrant is the ultimat .

23 August 1996 the French police broke down the doors of the Ca Woman draWS the fl rSt Iessons

in Paris with axes, throwing tear gas canisters inside. They evictby Madjiguéne Cissé

occupied by 300 immigrants who were conducting a 50 day hungg: suine i . .
- ?

recognition of their rights. This was the second church from whicgm o&%ﬁ (] Comeffrom, ﬁﬂs Paglef§t I_3ernard. Itvli

been evicted. On 18 March 1996, three hunsiaed frapig(eitheut a.qu S.t' n W(.a arle 0 telr_l asked, ?n za;]pertlnlent oner.]_ €

papers) had occupied the Church of St Ambroise, also in Paris. \ﬁb%gi,'m%?tef realize ourse Vets. (;J\;V relevant t IS it

and men together, refusing the label of sillegalse, had decided to Weer?ﬁ o HW[QT}C?H ! ?Shsoon as we ”ek. 0 cs;rry o_u 6;] site

in the open in France. sWhenever we go out to work, we are hunt gREGNAIE of all of the m'graf‘lfs see I_ng.re uge in ‘|[| ;a

animals and denied our dignity; we are stopped by police, often answer was very lluminating: we are all from

N _ :
colour of our face, although we have committed no crime,Z explaiﬂ ggé:a%gioﬁolonles, moslt of us from We;t-Afrlcan
spokesperson f@ahe-PapiabSt Bernard. countries, Mali, Senegal, Guinea, and Mauritania. But there

are also among us several Mahgreb people (Tunisians,
At first, their demands were not political. They wanted spapers for glorthetéms and Algerians); there is one man from Zaire and
general regularization in France. But the French state responded witbdopferoitie are Haitians.
eviction from St Ambroise. The Sans-Papiers then moved from place 8ppjaee nmusadaccident that we all find ourselves in
here by a Parisian gymnasium, there by a theatre in Vincennes. France: our countries have had a relationship with France

: : . + for centuries. There are among us many Soninké [who live
As the State dug its heels in and popular SapoRdpidew, with L9 . .
up to 2,000 visitors a day coming to St Bernard church, it became'gcﬁaﬁii&ﬂSt of Ss_negal’ Maur'ta_m_a' Mali, GL_“neha' thhe lvory
movement, highlighting the inhumane situations that undocumente% r"ﬁﬁ]f ?a{?ﬁstur ina Faso] and it is often said that the

experience in France, and demanding the repeal of laws which re&l‘?&@[gﬁrt @tlﬁetra&/e”;]ng peoples who ((j:ome togfgther In.the
right of foreigners to reside in or even visit the country. Empire of Mali and who were scattered across five or six

different countries: that might also explain why they always
The origins of current movements for the rights of asylum seekersfagd tivgigeasisto go beyond national borders. And of course,
that form a key part of the anticapitalist movement ... the No Bordgks setypisthigere is any question of leaving our country, most
border camps, and most directly tkeiGerensch ist illedab one is  of the time in order to find work, ites natural that we turn
illegal) initiative ... all grew from the seeds of inspirsimmsseamieng tfte France. Ites the country we know, the one whose language
we have learned, whose culture we have integrated a little.
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The time of neocolonialism African leaders who divert the aid money and fill their own
Wehear, including from French government sources, that packets. Quite simply, we must add that they do this before
the solution would be to eradicate the causes of the eyes and with the full knowledge of their French
immigration; to help developing countries, in such a way advisers, even with their collusion. In a way, ites a small tip
that the people of these countries can find the jobs they for egood and loyal servicese.
need where they are. Itss a good idea. But it is not at all For France has never stopped being there, advising
what France is doing in Africa. French governments haveAfrican leaders and suggesting to them which policies
never really aimed at their former colonies becoming trulythey should implement. For decades now we have been
independent. On the contrary, France has put in place mdrgng in a neocolonial situation while passing for
subtle forms of domination and exploitation. In Senegal, independent countries.
French investments are not made in the sectors which couldt is not for nothing that there is still a French military
help us but only in those which are already profitable.  base in Dakar (and another one in Gabon). It was the French
Structural adjustment policies, which are little by little army which quelled the Bangui riot a few months ago. It
strangling our countries provide the background: we are must be said that even after the colonial period, they have

lent money on condition that we fit into the Western, had a solid tradition in these matters. It is they who took
neoliberal model of «developments. Of course this doesnstharge of repressing the movement of the youth and of the
work; little by little our countries find themselves in trade unions in May 1968. Thates an episode little known in

considerable debt. And the governments cannot repay th&rance: but our May movement in Senegal lasted five

interest of the debt and at the same time finance a policyrabnths, from February to June. And if the French army

development, even if they wanted to. hadnet intervened, it is probable that power would have
| say even if they wanted to. Clearly there are corrupt been overturned under the combined pressure of the

companies, investment, tourist resorts, and good in a suburb of Paris, France pull a surprise strikeJater, McDonaldes workers in the town of Ulis walk out.
humanitarian intentions from our countries. Leavecdlsstng the store down during its busiest period. Tinéiantes, McDonaldes workers prepare a week of acti
confront ourselves and face our own cultural valueemands: *Respect of our right to engage in uniomith CGT trade unionists.

Leave us to pursue our own indigenous road of salétivity, paid vacations, the right to choose our ow July 12 >¥our thousand United Rubber Workers in
development. It shall be hard and long. But it will belegates and recognition of our personal needs /& esates of the US walk out, beginning a bitter strike
own choices to determine it. And we will never finthan 24 hours after the strike begins, a contract isgainst Bridgestone/Firestone, the worldss largest tyre
ourselves worse off than we are today.Z signed between management and the General manufacturer, which leads to a lock-out lasting 27

>> July 9 >>Sixty-seven workers at a local McDoiZdafederation of Workers (CGT) union. A few dag®nths. The workers respond to slashes in wages and

39



National Union of Senegalese Workers and the youth
movement. The French army doesnst care in the least ab
eeradicating the causes of immigrations. They are there tc
protect the very real economic interests which are at the
same time the interests of French neocolonialism and of -
African bourgeoisies.

Democracy and autonomy

The struggle has taught us many, many things. It has tau
us first of all to be autonomous. That has not always bee|
easy. There were organizations which came to support us
and which were used to helping immigrants in struggle.
They were also used to acting as the relay between

*We are only just starting f The

struggle of the  Sans-Papiers has to
go beyond obtaining our papers

and must address the underlying
guestions, not only in France but

also, especially, in our countries of
origin.... What is the purpose of
migration policies? Should

frontiers be open?Z ... Ababacar Dicgans-Papiers

immigrants in struggle and the authorities, and therefore the Sans-Papiddew questions have gradually emerged: *Do
more or less to manage the struggle. They would tell us, you agree to live in a France where fundamental human
*Right, we the organizations have made an appointment tights are trampled on? Do you agree to live in a France
explain this or that;Z and we had to say, *But we can explahere democratic liberties are not respected?Z And we have
it very well ourselves.Z Their automatic response is not talso learned that if we really wanted to be autonomous, we

get people to be autonomous, but to speak for them.

had to learn about democracy. We had to make our own

If we had not taken our autonomy, we would not be hedecisions, get them acknowledged as truly representative of
today. Because there really have been many organizationss, not allow them to be called into question from the
telling us that we could never win, that we could not win outside, respect them ourselves and therefore learn to make
over public opinion because people were not ready to heathers respect them, and to implement them ourselves. We

what we had to say.

have learned that in six months. Without the struggle we

Wecan see the results today: From ACT UP to the Festivald not have learned it in ten years.

of Cinema in Douarnenez, wesve won a wide range of

It has not been easy. It was not obvious at the beginning

support, including in the most remote parts of France. Littleat we needed general meetings; it was not obvious that
by little masses of people have understood that our strugglemen had to take part in them; it was not obvious that
was raising questions which go beyond the regularizationdsflegates had to be chosen. Letes take, for example, the role
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of the families, which the press has helped to highlight. AThe role of women
the beginning, when the sfamiliese got together, it was ~ Women have played an extremely important role in this
mainly the sheads of the familiese who tended to express struggle. And it was not obvious that this was going to
their views. There was asprit de clflefader spirit) like the happen. At the beginning it seemed to be taken for granted
head of a region or the village headman in Africa. that women would not participate in general meetings: it
Now the reference to «familiess has become more a wasnet necessary, since the husbands were there! Not only did
reference to the family, the African family, very extended, women not have the right to speak; they didnst even have the
flexible, boy cousin, girl cousin... right to listen to what was being said at general meetings.
Even at this stage, problems still remained. For example,Two or three women began by imposing their presence at
there was a proposal to elect a president. The idea was thgaheral meetigs. Then they spoke. The third stage was to
we give ourselves a *head of the familys (a man of coursd)ave womenes meetings. Then the men were really puzzled;
who would be above the college of delegates, and who wibeldsaw us as scheming, plotting, up to no good; they used tc
eventually have all powers bestowed on him. Fortunatelyhang around our meetings to try and find out what we were
this did not happen. saying. In fact, these meetings gave great strength to the
So we elected delegates. At first, we elected ten of themamen, and enabled them to play an important role in the
Talay we are no more than five. Each time there is a direction of the struggle. When we were intbth
problem there is in effect a general meeting, and it happeasondissemeatitCatholic Aid, and the priest of SOS-Racisme
that someSans-Papisay: we donet want such and such a suggested that we submit our case files to the Ministry and
delegate any more; theyere not doing their job. Thus of ththat we go home, the men were ready to do that, because the)
ten delegates elected at the beginning of the movement, trusted the priest. It was the women who didnst want to.
only two of us are left. They decided that they were not going home and they

benefits, and a threatened implementation of who were discharged. in a newly built convention centre called Aguascalientes
around-the-clock production with seven-day weeksJuly 20 >>0One million Turkish workers stage & honour of the 1914 site of the constitutional

and 12-hour shifts. Imaginative actions take placee-day strike to protest cutbacks ordered by theonvention during the Mexican revolution. Over 6,000
including demonstrations at car races, a protestdatdBank and private lending sources. The  people representing a broad range of civil society come
outside the corporate HQ, international solidarityevernment threatens arrests, but is overwhelmédrbyacross the country to join the Zapatistas in
building campaigns launched in Japan and Eurtipe sheer size of the walkout. planning what the government is refusing to discuss or
and a successful boycott campaign. The companyAugust 6-9 >The Zapatistas organize the ~ negotiate ... a fundamental reform to the Mexican state
eventually agrees a deal and reinstates all strikBl&ional Democratic Convention, held in rebel terttiatywould ensure democracy, justice, and a peace with
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gave me the job of finding premises. | managed to find an In fact, the Senegalese women donet only have a
offer of shelter at the Womense Centre (which just tradition of struggle, we also have a tradition of self-
celebrated its tenth anniversary) but it was not mixed; it organization. It is in some way linked to our education: as
was only for women. The women didnst need long to thinkvomen, we are used to managing on our own from a very
about it. Since you want to go home, they said to the memarly age. Because back home, it is the woman who is in
weell take the belongings, weell take the children, and wedharge of the home, who is in charge of the compound [the
move into the Womense Centre. Then the men told us thailot of land on which several families live together]. Little
meanwhile they had been thinking that we should all staygirls from the age of eight look after their younger brothers,
together and that they would find a place big enough for go to market, cook. And they have a very important role in
everybody. In fact, each time the movement ran out of  forging links with the other families in the compound.
steam, the women met and worked out initiatives which
relaunched the struggle. The spokeswoman and the mobile phone

Thus, there was the womenses march on 11 May, at the\t#ihen | was arrested after the police had invaded St
when we were in Pajol [a disused railway site made availddénard, two events seemed significant to me.
to theSans-Papibysthe rail workerse trade union CFDT] and The first is the way | was stripped by policewomen in
when the media were no longer reporting about the strugdtent of my daughter. It was obvious that their aim was to
The march unblocked the situation in relation to the presshumiliate me, to break me. So | stripped amid sarcastic
On 25 June there was the occupation of the town hall of ttemments and questionable jokes. *Shees not being that

18th arrondissenhgrihe women who hadnet swarned clever any more, the spovkeswomanZ, or eYouere not supposed
anyones: it is no accident that the next day the Ministry gateewear a bra inside out.Z (A man wouldnet have thought of
us the first results on the cases we had submitted. that.) But the nature of the mocking, the sarcastic

It has to be said that the fighting spirit of women has acomments and the jibes also said much about the state of
long history in Senegal. It was mainly the Senegalese  mind of the police: *Aha! The spokeswoman doesnet have
women who spearheaded the protests against the rigginchef mobile phone any more.Z The mobile phone had become
elections in 1988. For three months, again from Februaryth® symbol of the modernity to which as a foreigner, as an
June, there were demonstrations almost every day. A African, as a Black woman, as a Negro, | had no right:
National Coordination of women of the opposition was setTheyeve hardly come down from the trees, and they already
up, and it was this Coordination which took the initiative have mobiles in their hands.Z
most of the time, and organized most of the demonstrationsThe second one was that | was immediately taken to
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court, even though | had a perfectly valid leave to stay. It workplaces. For us, the involvement of the trade unions is
was obviously another attempt to break the symbol fundamental to our struggle.
represented by an African woman chosen to be the Wehave also become aware of the importance of our
spokeswoman of her comrades in struggle. And for this, tisyuggle through the support that we immediately found in
were prepared to commit many illegalities: they did not  our home countries (at least from the people; the
themselves respect the laws which they praised so much.governments were in less of a hurry). We believe that the
During that whole period, we had many identities to restruggle, in Senegal and elsewhere, against structural
establish. For example, our identity as workers. So after &mjustment programmes, and our struggle here, is one and
Bernard we insisted on holding our press conference at tlilee same struggle. Coordination is not easy from 4,400 miles
Bourse du Traftaélde union office] to make people away, but we must constantly ensure that we are making
understand that we are not only foreigners, but that weerghe connections between our different battles.
also workers, men and women who work in France.
The purpose of the attacks against us is of course to Integration and respect
casualize us. But weere not the only ones threatened within France up until now our fate as immigrants was: either
casualization: many French workers are in this position. take part in the Republices process of integration, or be
Therefore we were keen to signal this eshared social fatedbported like cattle. At the heart of this approach was the
where we held our press conference. | must add that our notion that we are sundergrounds, which has a very strong
relations with trade unions are now very good. A system akgative charge. A person who is underground is someone
sponsorship has been set up:3has-PapiefsSt Bernard ~ who hides, who conceals themselves, and if you conceal
have been shared out among the various trade unions whichrself it must be because after all you have something to
take care of them, and invite them to speak in their hide. The French person who thinks that they must oppose

dignity and social justice. In the opening ceremongountains...Z taking to the streets; riots ensue, and the squat is
Subcomandante Marcos expresses the wishes of:theSeptember >}alyss infamous Tute Bianche saved. The white overalls, symbols of the invisibility of
Zapatistas, saying: *We hope that the horizon will[egete overalls] movement is born, when the  those excluded from capitalism, spread across the

up so that we will not be necessary anymore, we tiefascist mayor of Milan orders the eviction of therld, from Finland to Mexico.

dead since always, who have to die again in ordesduatted social centre, Leoncavallo, saying: sFrom»i8eptember 21 Boctors in 25 Bangladesh

live. We hope... to disappear in the same way weon, squatters will be nothing more than ghosts government hospitals walk out over demands for higher
appeared, one morning, without a face, without funmedering about in the city!Z Activists respond wages, promotions and new employment, virtually
Toreturn to the depths of history, of the dream, of thenorously, dressing in ghostly white overalls argaralyzing the public health sector.
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people who are underground, illegal immigration, etc. «We are now at a crossroads.
always has at their side an immigrant friend theyesve know . .
for a long time. Immigrants have been designated
The immigrant you reject is always the one you donst  as scapegoats for every crisis in

Enow. We have made ourselyes.w.smle to say that weare cance and in the rest of Europe.

ere, to say that we are not in hiding but weere just huma . . .
beings. We are here and we have been here a long time. By attacking immigrants, the
have been living and working in this country for many French government is drawing
years and we pay our taxes. In the files of the St Bernard .
people you will find wage slips, income tax declarations, closer to the policy of the
documents giving leave to stay. There are also passports National Front [extreme right-
visas issued by the consulates of our countries of origin. wing party] against a background

At the beginning of our struggle, they tried to label us i . Ly

people who are underground. But they couldnst: the of racism and xenophobia.Z
authorities of this country have known us for a long time. ... Ababacar Digans-Papiers
Now we feel that we have taken a step forward: even the
media no longer talks about people who are undergroundwo. | have understood this by also thinking about my
but of Sans-Papierke fact that wesve been seen on TV, thatigins, about the culture of my ethnic group. | am from the
weseve been interviewed in the press, | think that has help8drere ethnic group. My first name is typically Wolof, and
people to understand that weesve been here for years, thaitsgea Tiado first name. In Africa, the majority of first names
havenet killed anyone, and that we are simply demandingare either Christian or Muslim. When you are a Christian,
the piece of paper which is our right, so that we can live you are called either Paul or John, and when you are a

decent lives. Muslim, you are called Ali or Mohammed. A Tiado first
In my view, our struggle also says a number of things name is the first name of someone who is neither Christian
about the difference between the model of French nor Muslim. We have resisted all attempts to convert us,

integration and the model which respects our founding whether to Christianity or to Islam. Our resistance is
cultures. | think that we have understood, and maybe  legendary. We are non-conformists. But our experience has
helped others to understand, that it isnet a question of onalso taught us how to live in a pluralist society.

model or the other, but of finding a balance between the = When you want to live in a country there is a basic
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minimum, not only of rules to abide by but also of the efformadjiguéne Cissé is the spokeswom@aob-Papierdn 1998 ans-Papiers
you have to make: to learn the language, to fit into the sockald Madjiguéne Cissé received the prestigious Carl-von-Ossietzky Medal from
and institutional fabric of the society, and not to be satisfiedhe International Federation of Human Rights League (German section), in
with community education structures for the children but forecognition of their spublic-spirited courageZ in campaigning for the rights
them to go to the state schools of the country in which theisf immigrants and refugees. Her bdedole de Sans-Papiesas first
parents live and work. On the other hand, there must be inpublished in France in 1999. She now lives in Dakar, Senegal.
this country a minimum of respect for our cultures of origin.
Nobody forces French people who have lived in Senegadrfginal French version publishedPialitique, la revue, n°2 October, 1996
a long time to dress like the Senegalese. And it is not becauséshed in English with a chronology of #ens-Papiersovement,
we live in a country where women are keen to wear trouse€sg997 Crossroads Books
that we must decree that women who put on their African
cloth and who wear the scarf cannot integrate. A bottom lirglish translation by Selma James, Nina Lopez-Jones, Helen West
must be firmly established on both sides: a minimum of will
to integrate, a minimum of respect for our cultures of originResources:
As soon as these two pillars are firmly established, everyorn8ans-Papiersmww.bok.net/pajol
can find their own balance: it will not necessarily be the
same for each person. But balance will be found along this
middle way which can be reached largely by consensus.

>> September 29 >4 nationwide strike is held in  >> October 2 >Bolivian workers fight back against October 2-4 >¥leven people scale overhead

India called by the National Platform of Mass World Bank-ordered ereforms,s which require thabtems of a conference centre in Madrid, Spain, and
Organizations in protest against the structural ~ country cuts wages of public workers and privatizadher thousands of dark-suited delegates below with
adjustment programmes (SAP) of the World Bankratibtia phone system. The resulting general stride dollar bills that say «50 Years of DestructionZ
signing of GATT (WTO). The strike affects functiotinggr strikes, and road and rail blockades resuturing the opening ceremonies of the IMF/World Bankes
banks, financial institutions, and public sector unitshe government declaring a state of siege. After 88th anniversary meetings. The financial institutions
across the county, and is the eighth in a series of days, the government agrees to wage demands.facel their biggest demonstrations since they were run
protests against SAPs during the previous two yedracks down from privatization. out of town a day early in Berlin in 1988. Outside the

45



In August 1995, thes Angeles Timegmrted on 63 Thai immigrant WonThe SweatShOp
found locked in a complex surrounded by barbed wire, working 84 t

slave labour didnet occur in China, Indonesia, or Honduras, where vand the IVO ry Tower

expect such working conditions; it took place in EI Monte, Californiaby Kristian Williams

At the same time, other stories of horrific abuse and exploitation weThenférsingiri'we did was set up a prayer meeting. An odd
factories producing clothes for the global market. In what became kggum, ds-herviacebut Georgetown was an unusual setting for an
to the bottome, multinational corporations could move to where the laheusioesatehop campaign. Itss a conservative university

the cheapest and the labour laws the weakest. From Manhattan to Gangidhavedere upper-upper-middle class, jealous of the Ivy
were beginning to reveal the oppressive, dangerous, and often illegakcagdiiors @adeiolic school where both a gay rights

which they were working to produce the clothes bearing popular lahsigjbitsiNiion and a pro-choice group had been suppressed by
Levies, and the Gap. Thus the word sweatshop ... which dates backlietbeiniiaieersition, and a financial leviathan with ties to

century ... was reintroduced into popular use. Nike and Disney. Georgetown was not where one would go in

Although university apparel makes up only two per cent of the US gefiEfiprpfR&archists and revolutionaries.

students have been at the forefront of anti-sweatshop organizing. Early ., s hools financial dealings did draw the

around the US realized that their universities were directly profiting ALGRton of the Georgetown Solidarity Com_m'ttee (the GSC)
exploitation of women who make the clothes bearing the university tog&* & igifoup formed a few years earlier to support a
for a «Sweat-Free Campuse was launched in the summer of 1997, AHABHE ( AV ;5‘[@3 ng the cafeteria v_vorkers._When that

like wildfire. Demanding that universities hold clothing producers acEGUHBRE S the group languished briefly, then found
expressed their outrage that their fashion was dependent on exploit3fd} SHE HiRn.with the help of the Union of Needletrades,
For many students, it was their first ... and perhaps their only ... polfl Textile Employees (UNITE) ... the garment

for others, it was their entrance into the movement, their introductioWBr%ﬁ%rﬁl Ien. UNITE brought some much-needed scrutiny

of economic globalization. They learned that women make up 90 p ch?ﬁ’cﬁ itions under which apparel_featuring
nss name and logo was being produced. These

sweatshop work force, and work gruelling hours, unprotected by wal £0r9 y \ . .
subjected to mandatory pregnancy testing (sometimes even injecti tshirts and ballcaps sold widely and pl’OVIdeC'l a key
contraceptives without consent). Armed with this information, stude oL rPf income for the schooles sports program; they were

connecting the stories of these womenes lives with the broader eco Ri Eé%iwrﬁmeatsmps in Central America. So, _armed with
thrives on such exploitation. facts about the wages of the workers and the profits of the

college, the GSC set out to expose ... and eliminate ... the
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Georgetown sweatshop connection. schools. Though the school did not wholly accept the WRC
Our plan was to get the university to adopt a code of  position, they did accept key points of it. Companies

conduct governing the licensing of its name and logo, with producing Georgetown apparel would be required to publicly

independent monitoring and enforcement through the disclose the locations of their factories, opening the

Workerse Rights Consortium (WRC). Student groups aroungdhsibility of third-party monitoring by human rights and

country were pursuing similar strategies at their own schoolapor organizations. Any company which failed to comply

the sweatshop profiteers countered by forming the Fair Labwith this requirement would have its contract cancelled.

Association (FLA), with an intentionally meaningless code of The sit-in itself lasted 85 hours and was extremely well

conduct of their own. The trick, then, was to get the organized. Press releases were issued twice daily, support

university to go with the WRC and not with the FLA. rallies were held, fliers printed and placed under every door
I must confess | was skeptical about the prayer meetinig. every dormitory and office building, and the schooles

I did not expect God to put things right, and felt very stately stone walls were covered with posters and chalk-

strongly that the only way to persuade the administration scrawled graffiti. | had a hand in all that, but thates not

was to apply pressure of a sort they could not ignore. In thdat | want to talk about here.

end, that pressure came to bear: on Friday, 5 February 1999 his is what | want to say: | was right about the need to

27 students took over the University Presidentes office angressure the administration; but | was wrong about that prayer

refused to move until the school committed to the WRC caeting. And thates not the only thing | was wrong about.

of conduct. During the months between the September prayer meeting and
This move led to a decisive (if modest) victory at the February sit-in the GSC engaged in tame tactics that the

Georgetown, as the same tactic had a few days earlier atuniversity could (and usually, did) ignore. We had rallies,

Duke University, and as it did later at a number of other vigils, petitions, leaflets, and a public forum. | expected

building, a carnivalesque march of 5,000 people dedlaencial futures and options for the entire day, iondon, UK, against the Criminal Justice Bill, which
their opposition to IMF policies. Press conferencepratebt against the partial sale of car maker Renaattnanalizes direct action, rave music, and squatting, as
banquets are further disrupted by infiltrating activisiéprivatizations in France. One huge poster readimgll as terminating the right to remain silent under

The 50 Years Is Enough network is founded at a *Sacrifices, Unemployment, PrivatizationsZ obscuirgsritugiation. A diverse group takes to the streets
counter-conference. Simultaneous protests take ptacepinter screens which normally provide prices fopposing the law ... festival and party goers, squatters,
several countries. stock options. «If we called the police there wouldtbevelers, hunt saboteurs, anti-road protesters, and gay
>> October 6 >®ne thousand French workers inveaiaplete riot,Z one security guard complains.  rights groups. The day ends with rioting in Hyde Park.
the Paris stock exchange, halting the billion-dollartre@etober 9 >®ver 100,000 people march in  >> October 26 >All schools in Sierra Leone are shut
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nothing to come from these, but | was in for a surprise.

It was at the public forum that | was first impressed by
the course of the campaign. We supplied three speakers ..
GSCes vice president and two sympathetic professors. The
administration sent a representative from the sports progre
and Dean of Students (with whom we would later negotiate
Following the speakers was a time for public comment,
creating the sort of sopen discussione so often called for in
universities. We had, of course, planted half a dozen reliak
people in the audience, scattered throughout the auditoriur
to make sure the conversation went the way it ought.

*In 1996 a Nike advertising man said

innocently: *Why write this kind of
copy if not to incite people to riot?e
... thinking that he was boosting the
rebellious image of the brand,
rather than predicting the Nike
brand backlash.Z

.. Stay Freemagazine

None of our people spoke. None of them needed to. TBet during the sit-in, support came from some unexpected
students who did speak ... most of whom | had never segiaces: business students, a College Republican (a pro-lifer
either a meeting or at a rally ... spoke eloquently and witlwho literally winced at the word eleftiste), a military cadet,
passion. They shamed the administration. They called thend the Skull-and-Bones-type secret fraternity devoted to
Dean a hypocrite and a liar. One woman broke into tears @sholding Georgetownes Catholic traditions. The student

she quoted scripture: ¢«Inasmuch as ye have done it unto gaeernment half-willingly donated their office for the GSC to
of the least of thesefZ Another, a member of the rowing manage its support operations. (We jokingly called this sthe
crew, explained in no uncertain terms that her recreation other occupationZ). The security guards joked that theyed call
was not worth the exploitation of teenaged girls half a  us when their contracts expired (and | believe they might);
world away. No student spoke in favour of the FLA or  they did nothing to interfere with the sit-in, or to discourage
defended the administration. As | left that night it occurredionations from coming into the office. Professors forgave

to me ... | think, for the first time ... that the students migktudents their late papers. And a Jesuit priest performed a
actually be on our side. mass in the occupied Presidentes office.

It should be understood that the students at Georgetown The truth is that | never expected to win, in large part
are, as a group, notoriously conservative. They are ... alnmstause | never expected such support. In retrospect, it
uniformly ... rich, young, white, and Catholic. Privileged asgems that | must not have understood what we were doing
ambitious, they represented to my mind about the least when we held those rallies, printed leaflets, issued
likely source of sympathy to the plight of the toiling massestatements to the school paper. | was thinking tactically, you
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see, focusing on what we could do to force concessions frdmbecause of your radical rhetoric. You do not win by
the administration. And so | overlooked the strategy that writing off potential allies, or insisting on ideological
was being employed right in front of my face. purity. You do not win by denigrating popular culture or

If I had been in charge ... also, | suspect, if the GSC highoring the decent impulses of your peers. You do not win
been comprised of more radical types ... things would habecause you have the eright lines or are able to quote
gone a great deal differently. We would not have botheredsramsci. You do not win through heroics or martyrdom. You
with leaflets at the basketball games. We would not havewin by organizing, and you organize by approaching people
sung the fight song at our rallies, or put Jack the on terms they can accept.
Georgetown Bulldog on our posters and picket signs. We It is often tempting to think that smoral feelings has no
would not have organized prayer meetings. And we woulgbolitical worth. And indeed, a pious moralism is worse than
not have won. useless unless it can be directed into meaningful collective

The GSC tailored its campaign to the conservative cultacgon. But if it can be so directed, the results are sometimes
of the school. This was not the type of organizing | was uastbnishing. It was not Marxes critique of capitalism or any
to, and it often made me uncomfortable. My mistake ... aideological rejection of authority which led those twenty-
terrible mistake for a radical ... was in thinking too small. $even privileged college kids to risk arrest and expulsion on
was focused on discrediting the administration in the eyedehalf of sweatshop workers thousands of miles away. Nor
of the GSC members, while they were busy discrediting thas it an urge toward internationalism or student-worker
administration in the eyes of the entire school. solidarity that moved scores of others to support this

| spent a year at Georgetown, and this is the biggest shocking act. These ideological developments came later.
thing | learned: you win by organizing, and you organize liystead, it was a sense of basic human decency, the idea tha
approaching people on terms they can accept. You do noit is simply wrong to abuse workers in the global South so

down as 35,000 teachers go on strike. Demandingtandards and huge salary arrears. Similar protesteittakeessages of solidarity and anti-imperialism
prompt payments of salaries and allowances and @& across the country, with the participation of peiited. The new law denies all social services to illegal

per cent pay increase, teachers also demand of tlwer two million people. immigrants in California, clearly showing that voters
military government that they repeal a decree barwiniyovember 8 >At least 40 people in masks  have by and large forgotten that California was stolen
the right to strike. ransack a McDonaldes in Mexico Cityss fashionabfeoAoMexico (and from Native Americans before that)

>> October 27 >More than 15,000 workers in Sib&isa, protesting an anti-immigrant ballot initiative by force and that the definition of sillegal immigrantZ is
and the far east of Russia take to the streets in thpdsed in California. Windows are broken, bins tigmenhsult to those originally inhabiting that land.
stage of a nationwide protest against falling living over, cash registers hurled to the ground, and graffiti November 24 > Beirut, Lebanon, striking
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that Georgetown can sell its hats and sweatshirts at a hig
profit. These motivations may be reformist and bourgeoig
They are certainly not as tough-sounding as sclass intere
for example. But | doubt if such distinctions matter very
much to the 16-year-old girl, chained to her sewing
machine, stitching hats for a few dollars a day.

Kristian Williams is the author @ur Enemies in Blue: Police and Power in
America,Soft Skull Press, 2003

Resources:

» US-based information, including how to get involved:
www.sweatshopwatch.org

» Detailed info on starting and maintaining a campaign:
www.magquilasolidarity.org

» Sweatshop Warriogshy Miriam Ching Yoon Louie, South End Press, 200

Traffic moves sluggishtprough the grey London haze. Suddenly people da
into the road with scaffolding poles. They quickly erect a tripod and somec
to the top, balancing gracefully 20 feet above the tarmac. The road is how
traffic but open to pedestrians. Louis Armstronges *What a Wonderful Wor
from a sound system as thousands of people pour out of the nearby unde
station and fill the street. People shinny up lampposts and hang huge ban
supporting the striking public transport workers, others saying *BreatheZ, |
Now OpenZ. A band plays from the roof of a bus stop, people dance, a cf
and a tonne of sand is dumped onto the tarmac, turning it into an instant k
children. Welcome to a Reclaim the Streets party.

Reclaim the Streets (RTS) emerged in London from the campaign against tl
of the M11 link road, the environmental direct action movements of the early
and the unusual network of ravers, travellers, and protesters brought togeth
Criminal Justice Act of 1994. By using creative tactics which fused carnival :
they reintroduced notions of pleasure and play into raticaineotics. RTS
social and ecological principles into a wider cultural critique; their agit-proy
questioned: *Wonet the streets be better without cars? Not if all that replac
are aisles of pedestrianized consumption or shopping svillagess safely pro
the elements.... The struggle for car-free space must not be separated fro
struggle against global capitalism.Z

The creative audacity of RTS proved to be contagious and spread across
activist networks. In the late 1990s, street parties began to pop up across
North, and a new generation of activists was inspired to rethink political ac
July 1996, RTS ambitiously reclaimed a motorway, the M41. While 10,000
partied, huge carnival figures were wheeled through the crowd. Hidden un
drowned out by the sound system, people were tearing into the tarmac wit
hammers and planting saplings. This story tells how RTS pulled it off f
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ReC|a|m the Streets you go away, wesre going to have a street party here.Z Wesve

been planning this for about five months. Everything has
an arrow Of hope been looked at in detail. Every possibility scrutinized and
by Charlie Fourier coordinated. Even the likelihood (certainty?) that wesll miss

something. Backups for mistakes, contingencies for backups.
I have a pain in my stomach. As the fog of sleep gives waisgmur own Frankensteines monster. Our own Catch 22.
daylight, dawn and the strangeness of someone elsess h@isee weeve realized ites essential to stop, to back out, ites
are the first things of which lem aware. | donet wantto  become impossible to do so.
remember why. But my memory, usually unfailingly bad, This is the basic plan. The crowd meet up at Liverpool
lets me down again. Ites strange, this morning has been tBéreet station, the meeting place wesve advertised in
object of so much nervous pondering over the last six  advance. Then when therees around two thousand people,
months. Will it be raining? How will the police intervene? theyere directed onto the tube by people in the crowd.
Wl I panic? Will we panic? And now, as future and presefitien theyere taken right across London to Shepherdes Bust
collide, ites as if there never was a past, there had alwaysvhere theyere directed out of the station in groups of eight
only been this day. hundred, and onto the motorway. The basic plan is quite
Isll explain. Therees a group organizing what we hope simple but ites the smaller details that really hold it

will be a massive illegal street party. We want to fire an together. The crowd block the northbound traffic, but for
arrow of hope and life into the heart of our dying city. technical reasons they canet stop the southbound traffic.
Weere going to take back the M41, reclaim it, steal it backThates our job. At exactly the same time as the crowd
from the machine. But occupying a motorway is no easy arrives at Shepherdes Bush, we have to drive onto the
business. You canet just walk up saying, *Excuse me, cowdduth lane, block it (by crashing two cars together and

dockers completely shut down the port for six daysostponed, and then one Republican, a «freeZ tra@igile to protest against Chile joining in the North

>> December 1 >nited States Congress approvasipporter, stepped forward to the challenge. He American Free Trade Agreement, decrying the ease
joining the WTO without having read the treaty. Paitswered all ten questions correctly and then heldith which multinational corporations would be able

to the vote, an offer of a $10,000 donation to the press conference, stating that he had planned to teoteke their land.

charity of choice had been made to any congresspdasmur, but after reading the text of the agreementPecember 3 >Police arrest thousands of people
who had read the entire thing and could answer te& had changed his position. heading for a demonstration in Bhopal, India, on the
simple questions about its contents. Not one membdbecember 2 >undreds of indigenous peopletenth anniversary of the chemical leak from the Union
of congress accepted, until after the vote was  from Chile, Mexico, Peru, and Bolivia march in T€ambate plant that caused 7,000 deaths. As one Bhopal
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putting up tripods), and drive trucks carrying the sound military precision. Well almost. Sometimes the contrast was
systems, bouncy castles, etc. onto the road to meet theridiculous. Their endless dreamy siestas, us charging up and
crowd. lsm in the group driving the trucks from their down shouting and sweating. One morning we caught the
secret location to two points. One about two miles awaytail end of one of their parties. There were about 20
and then on signal, to another one about quarter of a mi&paniards lying around tired and happily stoned listening to
from the motorway. A short wait, one more phone call, avety ambient, end of party music. We were there in the
we drive onto the road, block it and unload all the gear. courtyard putting the upper section of our tripod on for the
Thates the plan anyway. first time. Twenty bodies melting into the furniture

I make Andy some tea. lsm staying at his address bechaphazardly strewn around, us 12 maniacally constructing.
itss one the police donet know. We guess they might bust Jlast as we lifted the last 20 foot section into place, the DJ
main organizers the night or morning before the event. It started playing a dramatic remix of the Space Odyssey 2001
sounds paranoid, but it turns out to be sound thinking. | soundtrack. | realized that they were willing us on, hoping
leave the house on my bike around 9.00 am. | donst exactg+d succeed in our bizarre project.
feel calm but lsm on automatic, lsm pre-programmed. Ites a Ites quiet when | arrive. The sound crew are in the
beautiful day. The bleached blue of sky cuts strange shap&arehouse. Theysve been packing the trucks all night and
against the jumbled horizon of a city full of question marktheir techno sculpture is now complete. My arrival is
| hope we can answer, | hope we can pull this off. After halfeeted with tired hostility which turns to laughter when
an hour | arrive at the factory, our secret rendezvous. A they realize itss me. But ites the laughter of people bemused,
group of Spaniards are squatting it and holding parties worried even. The sound system people treat us with some
every now and again. lan, a man with siesta in his blood,suspicion. Ites not surprising. Ask anyone from a rig what
has sniffed them out and for the last few weeks wesve betirey do and their answer will be reasonably clear. Ask
storing equipment and practicing the erection of our forty-someone from RTS and the answer will be as clear as the
foot tripod which is to be used for blocking the road. The Thames on a foggy night. Ours is the politics of the margins,
Spaniards hung out, sitting cat-like in the sun, looking sexite margins where words fear to tread. But a shaman needs
and listening to weird mixes of Mozart and techno. | thinkan audience, a religious site, and they know that weell try
they liked us, the way you might like a furry alien. We mustr best to provide it.
have seemed strange. Coming in at all hours, dropping Soon the RTS road crew (yeah | know) arrive, and yet
things off, being very secretive. Then weed rush around tliespite enjoying the feeling of comradeship, the feeling of
courtyard, putting up creaking tripods in minutes with purpose, this feels like the spinning point around which
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months of fantasy become a terrifying reality. The two  truck with the tripods for the blockade, the truck with the
trucks are parked behind each other in the bigger of the tsmund systems, the beach, the everyfuckingthing. Two
warehouses. The front truck contains one sound-system anatks. Eight sad tons of useless metal. One small piece of
three tons of sand (a beach for the kids). The other truck brass, a shudder of electricity, compression and life. But the
has a huge sound system and four 20 foot tripods, whichkey, the key whose ninety degree shift gives meaning, is
together make the 40 foot tower. After some last-minute four miles away. | slip from a rigidity of shock to a catatonic
running around looking for that crucial remix, petrol for nothingness. It takes half an hour to drive to Muswell Hill.
the generators, and so on, everybody is on board. Two Weve got to be parked up in three quarters of an hour.
drivers, two co-drivers, and the sound crews happily hidd&ithout these two trucks there will be no blockade, no
in the back with their systems. Itss one of lifess rarer sound systems, and probably no street party. People are
moments. Everythinges organized, wesve taken our getting out, wondering what the hold-up is. Ism sitting in
responsibilities seriously, and everything is going to plan.the cab shaking, unable to move or speak properly. This
feel like lsm going to burst but theress also a sense of  event confirms all my most firmly held doubts about myself.
calmness that preparation allows you. Dean and | are in theat: (1) | am, and always have been stupid. (2) | am not
front tuck. Deanes driving, the others are waiting for us toworthy of love, friendship, or trust. (3) That | will have a
move off. *Shall we...?Z | venture. «Give us the keys thenrdiserable life. Dean is staring at me from the driving seat.
+Oh yeah, the keys.Z His eyes say it all. | know hess thinking that lsm totally

I am water. The plug has been pulled. leve forgotten thstupid, utterly untrustworthy and deserving of a miserable
keys. [*VE FORGOTTEN THE FUCKING KEYS. The keykf¢o Beople, having discovered whates going on, are pacing
truck. The truck with the stuff. The truck in front of the  the courtyard like a troop of headless chickens. | pull back
other truck. The other truck with the rest of the stuff. The into my vacated self and maniacally start scraping every

activist puts it, +Bhopal is not something unfortunaften go unnoticed and are seldom resisted.Z  watchtower, a moat and drawbridge, a wide variety of
that is only happening to the people of a central \\ 1995 // barricades, and frequent trainings and planning

Indian city. It is happening everywhere around the> January >ldfire wins a victory as a result of meetings for establishing other sFree StatesZ. As part 0
world. The routine poisoning of living systems thahe of the most successful actions of Earth First! #te fallout of new ssalvage loggingZ legislation, the
accompanies the storage, transport, production, Warner Creek, Oregon, US. Activists maintain an fdrest service had plans to log over 1,200 acres after the
consumption and waste treatment of hazardous month blockade of logging roads, through harsh veetend largest wildfire in the region. In addition to the
chemicals are part of our industrial society. The sitewfall, and frequent visits by curious tourists! Théockades, activists hold a thorough educational

and slow Bhopals that are happening in everydagdife, christened Cascadia Free State, features acampaign explaining the ecology of fire, and the natural
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pore of my bag in the forlorn hope that.... A woman arrivi\\e are basically about taking back public

in the courtyard in her car. Its an old Fiesta, which to us
shines with the perverted curves of a sports car. Like
zealots we explain our plight to this goddess of fortune. !
hands us the keys and a ghost of sadness shadows her
as we leave in the car, that in a strange, human way she
kind of loves. Turnpike Lane passes in a blur as we spee
towards the Hill.

Somehow we get to the flat in 15 minutes. | charge up
the top floor. There are the keys. | run back to the car,
clenching the key in fearful grip, a tiny sliver of brass
thawing the ice that has entered my body. Deanes smile
mirrors my relief, and we race back towards the factory, ¢
fragile hopes of success alive again. We arrive at the fac
ten minutes over the 30 minutes we had in hand. A phon
call to Liverpool Street establishes that the crowd has

space from the enclosed private arena.
At its simplest, it is an attack on cars as
a principle agent of enclosure. Ites about
reclaiming the streets as public inclusive
space from the private exclusive use of
the car. But we believe in this as a
broader principle, taking back those
things which have been enclosed within
capitalist circulation and returning them
to collective use as a commons.Z

... London Reclaim the Streets agitprop, 1996

started to gather. | ask them to give us an extra ten minut®sbe waiting, almost conspiring with us, as if somehow ites
to get in place. Now we have to drive the trucks across a living participant in the dayes events. We pull off the
London, park up in a quiet industrial estate and wait for amotorway and drive to our first pitch.

phone call which tells us to move to a final pitch less than The industrial estate is virtually deserted. A jumble of

half a mile from the motorway.

silent, blank warehouses. Our cars, which are to crash and

Wedrive across London, every now and then spotting &lock the road, are parked at the back of the estate. With
group of people obviously heading for the meeting place #te cars are the four people responsible for the block:
Liverpool Street station. lem too vain not to feel a sense dfouise, John, Anna, and Beth. You can tell theyere nervous.
pride, and too scared for it to make me feel anything but You would be if you had to stage-crash a car on one of
more nervous. We join the Westway, which rises majesticatiydones crowded motorways. A tailback of a thousand
out of the chaos like a giant silver-backed reptile winding overheated motorists and you caused it. On purpose.

over the city. | feel young, like a child on a great adventure, Wesve bought the two cars for 100 pounds each. Scrap on
the blue skies echoing our new found mood. London seembeels and it shows. One has died on us. NO amount of
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mouth-to-exhaust can bring it back. Blocking the road witilack hair. He seems vaguely pissed or stoned or both. «So,
one car is going to be difficult. Luckily we have a backupwhates happening?Z «Errh... nothing much.Z | sound
car. | call Des, the driver, who starts heading over. Now ittervous as hell. «So, whates in the trucks?Z It may have beer
just a case of waiting and hoping. Waiting for the call to a casual inquiry, but ites like someone has thrown a bucket
say *moveZ, hoping that Des arrives before the call. So, of icy water over us. lsm staring at the others and trying to
flesh and beating hearts we wait among the silent and look relaxed at the same time. Lee tries to shake him off,
formless warehouses. People are out of the trucks and *Whatss up, what you doing down here?Z «Oh, my truckes
lolling about in the sun. broken down. lsm parked up round the corner. Is that a

The phone rings. +Pete, itss Des. lsve run out of fuckingound system in the back?Z Fuck. Fuck. Fuck. This is getting
petrol.Z Maybe ites right and proper that a group who claistranger. lsm feeling panicky again. My next words sound
to be against car culture should be jinxed when it comes twllow, *Yea weere doing a party in Hampshire tonight,
using them. Anyway, wesre going to have to manage the sbaxild be good.Z He ignores my synthetic voice and carries
block with just one. These problems aside, | feel surprisingfy *Oh right, did you hear about the Reclaim the Streets
confident. It feels like some kind of miracle to be in this party?Z The words hang in the air like branding irons. He
nowhere place waiting to pounce. If we can get this far, mutters something indiscernable and wanders off, leaving
anything is possible. Every now and then the mobile ringsis to our paranoia.
Things are OK at Liverpool Street. The crowds have startedThen, as if to balance things, Des arrives. Hesd managed
moving off and are heading towards us on the tube. And teehitch to the petrol station and back to the car in under 20
wait. | feel like weere on some strange island, isolated frominutes. Recent strangeness is soon forgotten as we explain
a world we can only dream of. And then this guy wandergthe practicalities of the road-block to our new arrival. The
over, wearing a big coat and black clothes to match his locrgwd is on the way. We wait some more. The mobile rings

regeneration that will occur if allowed. The blockatike action on the Pan-Canadian Day of Action, awarrants for 11 Zapatistas, the sunmaskingZ of

ends when a presidential decree withdraws the sdl6z@@0 students take to the streets in Montreal, al@llatomandante Marcos as a former philosophy

sale and the forest is allowed to continue its cycleleast 100,000 participate nationwide. As a result, professor, increased military aggression in Chiapas, anc
>> January 1 >¥he General Agreement on Tariffguition fees are frozen in the provinces of British the governmentss breaking of the ceasefire with the

and Trade (GATT) becomes the World Trade  Columbia and Québec. EZLN. The aggression backfires, as not only do the
Organization (WTO). >> February 12 >@ver 100,000 people demonstrafapatistas fight off the Federal Army troops and retain
>> January 25 >Protesting tuition hikes and in Mexico City demanding that the military withdrasentrol of most of the southern regions of the state,

education cuts, the Canadian Federation of Studefnten Chiapas, in response to the issuance of arresttey turn the offensive to their advantage by organizing
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again. Ites John. «The first tubess gone past Marble Arch!Zays there are police vans crawling all over the location, but
Now we have to move to the final pitch. Ites only just dowthat her group is in place. Shees part of a group of ten

the road, but we want to be as close as possible when thhiding behind a wall next to the motorway. When our cars
final call comes, so we can time our arrival just right. Thecrash, we pull the trucks up next to the wall and they all

next parkup is next to a riding school squeezed in behindjamp over, get the tripods out and put them up. We thought
block of flats. We pull up and park in a line next to some the police might work out where we were going by looking
bushes. This time therees no lolling about, no jokes, just thethe map and the direction we were heading. Our hunch
weight of our nervous anticipation. If the plan goes well w&as that by the time theyed worked it out weed be too close
shouldnet be here for more than five minutes. The mobile$or it to make any difference. Still, their arrival is like salt

are going mad. Theress a call from Dee, her gentle nervowater to our already flayed nerves.

voice sounding strange amongst the aggressive chaos. Sheln the distance we can hear police sirens above the low
grumble of traffic. What is usually the slightly annoying
sound of somebody elsess problem, today strikes fear into
our hearts. There are probably only two or three of them,

but to us it sounds like thousands. Then Clive calls. Clive is
the spotter at Shepherdss Bush, who will give us the final go
ahead. He tells me that theress a thick line of police

blocking the crowd in at Shepherdes Bush and they canet get
through onto the motorway. His words crash through me

like a vandal in a greenhouse. In the background | can hear
the noises of the crowd. It almost sounds like the partyess
started. | tell the others, a desperate gloom envelops us, and
our collective mood shifts with the speed of a retreating

tide. | have spent months telling myself that even if we

failed it will have been worth it. | could never have carried

on if l«d thought everything hung on success. Now | see lsve
been conning myself. | feel sick. Everyone looks crushed.
Jim calls. sPete is that you?Z sYeah, fuckss sake whates going
“Above the tarmac the beache, reclaiming the M41 for play. London,@k.Z sWe canst get through. Weere going to have to have it at

S

Gideon Mendel/RTS archive:
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Shepherdes Bush. Youell have to go round the back.Z Evehrough. They then get out and approach the motorway

through the electronic echo | can hear the tension in his through some back streets. *Therees a hundred or so people

voice. He knows as well as | do that Shepherdes Bush is eading down through the back route.Z By this time a

dire location. A strip of dog-shit covered lawn squeezed small group of us are gathered round the front truck,

between two hideous shopping parades. It seems pretty analyzing all the information as it arrives. Everyone looks

unlikely that we could drive through the police cordons, at everyone else. Hope releases tiny vascular muscles and

and even if we could, would it be worth it? How could all blood lights our pale faces. A straw is floating out there on

those coppers get there so quickly? Why canet the crowdthe stormy waters.

break through the cordon? The hopeless, pointless, This is the moment the plan comes alive. Ites like the

questions of loss drown out my thoughts. A mood of question of artificial intelligence. | viewed the plan a bit

desolation fills me like the first cold rains of winter. Ites  like that. It was so complicated (too complicated) and

over. We fought the law and the law won. intricate that | felt it might develop a life of its own. For
Sitting there in that truck in the London sunshine withmonths wesd worked on it in meetings without end, a

those people feels like the end of hope. We start lookingaigled mess which often threatened to pull us under. Now,

the A-Z trying to work out a back route to Shepherdss on the day, the plan is boss. Dean takes the initiative. «Come

Bush. Theress no enthusiasm, this is a job now. Jen callen, letes fucking go for it.Z The change of mood is

She was to call if things were going badly. This call instantaneous. A recklessness born of desperation, grabbing

signifies a last ditch attempt to rectify things. When Clivat straws that can give us our dreams back. This is it. The

sees therees no way through he calls Jen. Shees waitingbaginning. Ites like being interviewed for a job you donet

the nearest station. She runs down the tube and tells want ... you can take it easy. An action that canet succeed. |

people coming from Liverpool Street that therees no wayfeel almost relaxed. As the convoy pulls off lsm hit by a

a popular consultation of the peoptesuita includes government employees, teachers, taxi driderenark, Australia, Czech Republic, Croatia,

>> April 13 >>Huge solidarity demonstrations eruptimd sanitation workers, organize a general strike. Netherlands, Germany, Finland, US, and the UK.
Tierra del Fuego, Argentina, following the brutal evictidypril 15 >>nternational protests take place to >> April 19 >>Following a six week strike against

of 200 workers who had occupied their electronicshpdekitthe 40th anniversary of the opening of the wanildazation by Bolivian teachers, a general strike is
and shut it down, demanding their back pay. The fistit&lcDonaldes restaurant, and to celebrate ten yedlexidh solidarity with them, and against the neoliberal
attack, killing Victor Choque, a 37-year-old constrgtiimdinated international resistance to the corporgticies of the government. Roads are blocked

worker, and wounding 60 others workers. The  There are actions in at least 20 countries includinghroughout the country and one southern province
Metalworkerse Union and the Union Front, which Aotearoa/New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, Ireland, Blefdacks independence from the government. The
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wave of guilt. We may well be consigning thousands of and wesre trying to join them together. Ites like trying to
pounds worth of other peopless equipment to the scrap heammunicate in a gale, we canst hear each other above the
Appallingly, | ignore these moral qualms ... my sense of adrenaline. The others look at me for direction, but my map

relief is too great. has blown off in the wind. Only Dee knows whates going on
It will take us a couple of minutes to reach the locationbut she canet raise her voice above the din of maleness.
| swing between elation, Thank fuck wesre doing People climb the tripods. Incredibly the road is blocked.

something,Z and profound doubt, *Wesre doing this becausd look round and see the M41 stretching away from us

we canet face not doing it, we should be going to Shephelitesa desert. Utterly empty. No thousands of people, no

Bush.Z The cab is silent. Too much emotion, too much hundreds, no-one. In the distance | can see the two trucks

tension, words, forget it, they come from another parked up on the hard shoulder. Theyere already surrounded

dimension. | realize | havenet called Dee. With fingers of by coppers and still no party goers have arrived. | donst

lead | fumble desperately with the mobile. sDee, weere orthink any of us know why, but we just start running

the way.Z +Oh, OK. | think weere ready.Z She doesnet soundards the trucks. We arrive and find that Carl from

confident. We circle the final roundabout which leads ontdxpress Sounds has managed to dodge the police and get to

the M41. Therees a riot van waiting on the roundabout. Mgur side of the wall. He looks dazed and wanders about

sense of fatalism sets like concrete. We drive past, followaiinlessly. Hees probably just lost his sound system. Just over

by the two cars. We take the second exit and follow the the wall the police are arresting people and rifling through

gentle curve of the slip road onto the motorway, a black the lorry cabs. On the one hand | recognize that the street

unflowing river, the motorway of dreams. The slip road is party is probably over, deep down lsm bracing myself for the

held aloft by giant concrete pillars. A thin concrete wall humiliation of failure. On the other hand we-re all

bounds each side; on the left behind the wall theress a  clutching at every straw, filled with a belief that even now

skateboard park and our twelve hidden activists. it might still be possible. We realize that weeve got to get
Behind us the cars are slowing down to block the traffionto the truck roofs. The police will want to move them, but

they hit each other, stop, and the road is sealed. We pull the longer we can keep them there the more the chance of

next to the skateboard park and jump out. The tripod teartme mythical crowd appearing.

are scrambling over the wall to join us. Now things just The police are concentrating on their conquest. Flushed

become a frantic chaotic blur. As we heave the tripods outvih the joy of victory they fail to see us skulking just feet

the truck | can see coppers coming through the blocked away on the other side of the wall. Theyere already arresting

traffic towards us. Three tripods are up within 45 secondghe drivers and searching the trucks. We see a space, a lucky
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moment when their attention is distracted. We haul silent tarmac beyond the police line. Then, with sheer
ourselves over the wall and launch ourselves at the trucksletermination and weight, the dam bursts and 3,000 people
As we begin climbing lsm struck by a trembling fear that charge onto the waiting road. At this point | look down and
some unseen hand will grab my leg. But the police are tosee a senior police officer walk over to the people under
slow and two of us find ourselves standing on the thin  arrest and pinned to the wall. *De-arrest them.Z If he
aluminum tops laughing with relief. The coppers have  hadnest, we would have. | almost feel sorry for him. Within
handcuffed the drivers and sound crews, more of them ammoments what was empty motorway, hot strips of tarmac,
arriving all the time. Three hundred and thirty yards to theutterly dead, is living and moving, an instant joyous
south, a wall of police vans and cop infantry has formed celebration. It is our moment; everyone and everything
what looks like an impenetrable barrier blocking access seems incredibly and wonderfully alive. Seconds later a
from the roundabout. Anyone who managed to get througtound-system fires up and our fragile dashed hopes become
the cordon outside the tube station would be faced by thisesurrected in the certainty of the dancing crowd.

And then we see it, our mythical crowd, shimmering
mirage-like at the roundabout. Theysve managed to get Charlie Fourier is a pseudonym
through at Shepherdes Bush. lan and | start jumping and
screaming at the crowd, our hopes alive again. Then, likeRasources:
giant beast stumbling, the police line falters, and somehowror photos and more accounts of the day: www.reclaimthestreets.net
the smallest breach seems suddenly to threaten the stability
of the whole. The faltering becomes panic, police vans drive
madly all over the place, and then the crowd bursts
through. At first a trickle, the odd person sprinting onto the

government imposes a 90-day state of siege, anddalgrprotests. Two days later, students seize sevéna of the ten newly privatized lines, and struggling to
1,000 trade union, student, peasant, and political buses in support of the drivers and hold them for s@reese their control and regain jobs for the thousands
leaders are arrested. days. The following year, after a dogged struggle whichemain unemployed.

>> April 24 >>The governmentes firing of 12,000 hiosludes countless marches, constant clashes with#hglay 1 >>0One and a half million demonstrate in
drivers and its closure of bus routes in Mexico Citpolice, the year-long imprisonment of 12 union leddexsco City calling for an end to NAFTA, an increase in
generates a demonstration of 50,000 people. Thesewsral 40-day hunger strikes, and an offer from @alaiees, and declaring their support for the EZLN. The
drivers, members of SUTAUR, the independent alghder to crucify himself on Good Friday, the uniogovernment declares a ceasefire, for the time being.
militant Mexico City Bus Driverse union, continue tieiomes a worker-owned cooperative, taking cortrelQdntinues page 75 >>
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Direct Action

Street Reclaiming

*CARS CANNOT DANCE: When has time to catch their breath,
they move they are violent and 500 people emerge from the
brutish, they lack sensitivity underground station and take
and rhythm. CARS CANNOT over the street, reclaiming it
PLAY: When they diverge from from commerce and cars for
the straight and narrow, they people and pleasure. An
kill. CARS CANNOT SOCIALIZE: enormous banner is unfurled
They privatise, separate, isolate, over the two destroyed vehicles.
and alienate.Z *Reclaim the streets ... free the
... London Reclaim the Streets agitpityp... kill the car,Z it proclaims.
Thus began the first Reclaim
Imagine a packed city streetin  the Streets party in Camden High
London, shoppers mingling on  Street, May 1995. All afternoon
the thin strip of pavement that  people danced to the sound of the
separates the store-fronts from mobile bicycle-powered Rinky
the busy road. Two cars careen Dink sound system. Free food
into each other and block the ~ was served at long tables
road. The drivers get out and  stretching down the middle of

start to argue. One of them the road while children played
brandishes a hammer and starts on a climbing frame placed in
to smash up the otherss car. the middle of the now-liberated
Passersby are astonished. crossroad junction.

Suddenly people begin to surge  This was the birth of the street
out of the anonymous shopping party as a tactic, and it spread
crowd and jump on top of the  rapidly across the world ...
cars, others fling multicoloured sometimes involving tens of

L Tiipods block the road to traffic and open it for pedestrians. Streatham, PRint everywhere. Before anyonethousands of participants, other

Andrew Testa/RTS archives




times a few hundred. The

Step 4:Publicize! Word of

for this collective daydream to

magical collision of carnival and mouth, leaflets, posters, email, give to participants and

rebellion, play and politics is
such a potent recipe and
relatively easy to pull off, that
anyone can do it. Even youf

How to sort a street party:

Step 1Get together with some
like-minded people. Possibly
your friends. Work on a plan of
action. Sort out different roles,
jobs and time frames. Imagine.
Whates possible?

Step 2Decide on a date. Give

carrier pigeon. Make sure
everyone knows where and
when to meet. Posters and
paste go well on walls,
billboards, and phone boxes.
Leaflet shops, clubs, pubs ...
everyone, even your mum.

Step 5Sort out your sound

system. A party needs music .

passersby on the day.

Step 7for opening the street ...
or rather stopping it being re-
closed by the traffic ... ribbons
and scissors are not enough. A
large scaffold tripod structure
with a person suspended from
the top is useful. Practice in

..your local park. Blocking the

live, some DJs, acoustic, sambaoad with a car that can then

drums, yodelling ... go for
diversity. Invite jugglers and
clowns, poets, prophets, and

yourselves enough time. Not tooperformers of all kinds. Ask
campaign groups to come alongrom the road of your local
motivator ... but enough to sort and set up a stall in the middle sdevelopmentZ and have them

much ... a deadline is a great

the practicals: materials,
construction etc. You may need
money.

street, the town centre, an
underground train, a shopping
mall, a corporate lobby, a busy
road or roundabout, a
motorway! A separate meeting
place is good: people like a
mystery, bureaucrats donst.

of the road.

Step 6How will you transform

bedismantled is nice. Even the
traditional barricade will do.

Step 8Rescue some young treeawake, alert and near that

ready for planting. You may
need a pneumatic drill and
safety goggles for the last bit.

the space? Huge banners with a
Step 3Choose the location. Your message of your choice,

colourful murals, a bouncy
castle, a ton of sand and a
paddling pool for the kids,
carpets, armchairs. The
materials and money from
earlier may come in useful
here. Print up an explanation

Step 9Have a street party!
Enjoy the clean air and
colourful surroundings, the
conversation and the
community. Bring out the free
foad, dance, laugh, and set off
the fire hydrants.

Some boys in blue may get

irate. Calm them down with |
clear instructions. i
Step 10At least a couple of thé
boys in blue will fail to get the
point and nick people ... six is
generally the minimum to
convince their paymasters it
was worth all that overtime. Of
course you found a solicitor
who understands about street
protests and distributed a bus
card with their number, a
phone number to collect details
of arrestees, and basic advice.
Make sure someone stays

phone to take messages, gather
names, and organize a
defendantse meeting a week o
two later.

=

Get together with even more
like-minded friends and plan
the next one. Organize in you
community, workplace, school
and street.

Resources:
from www.reclaimthestreets.net:
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“EMEE; the ecology of the movements

«In the age of global flows and networks ... the small scapeibod tes masks. There is a German squatter building a
local are the places of greatest inteFesityF/anshates police radio scrambler, a Maori activist being interviewed
Left of the Intelligensia?North American Congress on Latin by an Indymedia camerawoman, and an lItalian from a
Americass Report on the Americas, vol. 28, no.2, 1994 squatted social centre trying on his makeshift armour of
inner-tube-and-cardboard. In one corner, British Earth
A black balloon drifts across the dusty cement floor  Firstlers are planning a street communications team, in
pushed by an invisible draught. Printed on it in small, another Colombian peasants hold a workshop about the US
neat, white letters are the words, *Everything is funding of Plan Colombia and Czech anarchists learn street
connected to everything else.Z ltes late September of first aid. Outside, the sound of a marching band from
2000, and lsm in an enormous factory hangar on the Seattle practicing its driving rhythms bounces off the
outskirts of Prague. The machines have all gone, and building, while a few desultory Marxists attempt to sell
their place are thousands of bustling human beings. their books and newspapers. Amidst the chaos, Dutch cooks
Some of them rush around, occasionally bumping intoprepare a massive meal to feed the rabble. And then therees
one another, exchanging a few words and then me and my companion ... an Indian activist from Narmada
continuing on their way; a few stand alone, cell phone Bachao Andolan, the struggle against the Narmada dam
hand, engaged in distant dialogues, while still others sfiroject. He is wrapped in a brown wool cardigan and
in intimate circles on the floor, talking, plotting. l'm  shivering slightly.
inside the convergence centre, a space where activists sWhat do you make of this?Z | ask. *These people!Z he
are preparing the actions against the World Bank and says fiercely, throwing out his hand to encompass the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) meetings due to  entire chaotic scene, in which hundreds of people are
begin in a couple of days. taking part in a mass meeting to collectively agree on the
There are Catalans building large yellow skeleton  plan to disrupt the summit, arguing over endless points of
puppets, friendly-looking Polish punks with scary dogs, principle, in five different languages, *These people have
haggard protest veterans huddled over detailed maps oNBELEADERS!Z He pauses, waggling his head sternly. eltes
city, and fresh-faced newcomers trying to work out how teery, very, very good.Z
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__Networks

The strength of stories of horizontal, as opposed to pyramidal structures of
+Act in assembly when together, act in network when agmw#r, dispersed networks rather than united fronts.

... Mexican National Indigenous Congress Movements of the past are laden with charismatic

leaders ... Che Guevara, Rosa Luxemburg, Huey Newton,

How does this seemingly chaotic movement of movemefasl Marx, Emma Goldman, Lenin, Mao Tse-Tung. But
... without leaders, with overflowing diversity and whose face can be found in the foreground of todayes
contradictions, without clear organizational structures, movement? Ironically, the first face that comes to mind is
without a shared programme or manifesto, without a masked and bears the pseudonym «Subcomandante
command and control centre ... manage to bring thousandscosZ. This is the spokesperson for the Zapatistas,
of activists from around the world to cities, such as whose words have profoundly influenced the spirit of the
Prague, Genoa or Seattle to protest a summit? How didnovement. But he, like so much of this movement, thrives
swirling affinity groups besieging the IMF/World Bank on the power and creativity of paradox, for he speaks of
meetings in Prague manage to force them to close a dagading by obeying, carrying out the policies of a
earlier than scheduled? How was the agenda, accordingdmmittee of indigenous campesinos. Note the sube
one World Bank delegate, «effectively seizedZ by the commander, and the anonymity of the mask. He warns
protesters? And how did this movement coordinate a that the name Marcos is interchangeable ... anyone can
simultaneous global day of action in over 110 cities acrgss on a ski mask and say *| am MarcosZ. In fact, he says
the world in solidarity with the Prague mobilization?  that Marcos does not exist, but is simply a window, a
Surely this high level of organization is only possible wittridge, a mediator between worlds. He says that we are all

some form of leadership? Marcos. Not what one expects from a traditional leader.
*Take me to your leader,Z is the first demand of aliens It follows that a movement with no leaders organizes
to earthlings, police to protesters, journalists to horizontally, through networks. And it was the poetic

revolutionaries. But itss a demand that falls on deaf eareommuniqués and powerful stories that trickled from the
whenever directed to participants in this global uprisingZapatista autonomous zones in the Chiapas jungle onto
Ask the neighbourhood assemblies of Argentina, the the relatively new medium of the internet which told of
indigenous Zapatistas of Mexico, the autonomous islandheir suffering, their struggles, their mythologies, that
dwellers of Kunayala off the coast of Panama or began to weave an electronic fabric of struggle in the mid-
participants in the spokescouncils of the US Direct Actiarineties. This web of connections between diverse groups
Network who shut down the WTO in Seattle. All will spegdve birth to a series of face-to-face international
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gatherings ... the Zapatista Encuentros ... which soon gjlelwal network and developing relationships between E
to become the roaring, unstoppable torrent of movemerdis/erse groups and individuals. People found strength i
for life and dignity and against capital that are emerginghe stories, which expressed a sense of identity and m
across the world. *We are the network,Z declared the belonging, communicated a shared sense of purpose arm
Zapatistas, «all of us who resist.Z mission. The movement was learning that it was as rE:

Like a virus, uncontrollable and untameable, this  important to capture imaginations as to command actio
inspiration flowed from city to city, country to country, Perhaps the first victim to be defeated by this nascenm
spreading at the same speed as the trillions of dollars network of subversive information-sharing was the
involved in the reckless unsustainable money game of Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI), a treaty m
transnational capital. Like the financial markets, the ~ whose text was cooked up in the sweaty boiler rooms ofggefs
inspiration fed on rumour and myth. Unlike the marketsthe most powerful corporate lobby group on earth, the u
it thrived on the rejection of ownership and enclosure. International Chamber of Commerce. If it had been

Capitales dream of super fast networks that will spreamiplemented, the MAI would have enabled corporations to
consumerism across the planet was turned on its head.stergovernments ... it was a veritable charter for corporate
while the networked money markets were tearing the rule. The network was galvanized when US campaigners
planet apart, our grassroots networks were bringing us Public Citizen circulated the secret text on the internet in
together. People were using the global communications1997. «If a negotiator says something to someone over a
infrastructure for something completely different ... to glass of wine, weell have it on the internet within an

become more autonomous, to get the state and hour,Z the campaigners claimed.
corporations off their backs, to live in a more healthy way. Against a total media blackout, the email inboxes of
Totalk to one another. activists began bristling with life, with information, with

As the links grew, more stories were added to the flogtrategy, with education. List-serves bulged as the nascent
accounts of audacity and courage, moments of magic agldbal network took shape with messages from Canadian
hope. The tale of the Indian farmers demolishing the firstuckers, Maori groups, Harvard trade lawyers, French
Kentucky Fried Chicken in the country, or the news of figaltural activists. Their defeat of the MAI in 1998 was the
million French workers bringing the country to a first real success story of the movement, sending a shiver
standstill and reversing their governmentes neoliberal down the spine of its next target: the World Trade
policies ... layer upon layer of stories travelled along thérganization, which would meet the following year in
thin copper threads of the internet, strengthening the Seattle. A rich blend of past political forms (especially
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__Networks

from feminist, ecological, and peace movements) of thethat swarming would be the main form of conflict in the
global North and various indigenous forms of organizinduture. While for most commentators, a bottom-up system
from the global South, these new hybrid networks didnsthat functioned so effectively was totally outside their
quite fit any previous models of political practice. Policeconceptual framework, the RAND Institute, steeped in the
forces, journalists, academics, politicians, and traditiondatest developments of systems theory and complexity,
leftist parties were at a loss to understand them *Who turned to the natural world for the best metaphor. They
ARE these guys?Z wonderedFihencial Tinader the realized what others failed to see ... that there is enormous
defeat of the MAIL. Something important was stirring as power and intelligence in the swarm.
the way of doing and thinking about politics was changing Since the seventeenth century scientists have made
radically ... yet still it remained below the radar screen.enormous technical discoveries through taking the world
apart, piece by piece, to try and understand how it

The logic of the swarm works. Their mechanical model of reality saw life as a
*Those who dance are considered insane by those thatgianhatdezine made up of separate parts. Linear
the music.ZGeorge Carlin processes of cause and effect, command and control

dominated their thinking.
*We donet consider them terrorists.... Weere not yet sure These mechanistic perceptions have been central to
how to even label them,Z says a spokesman for Europalyr patriarchal, Western scientific worldview. But this
Europess transnational police agency, struggling to formulation of reality involves an enormous blind spot,
describe the new breed of protesters. British political one which science has only relatively recently started to
commentator Hugo Young attacked the sherbivoresZ uncover. As a result they have failed to recognize
behind anticapitalist protests for making ea virtue out of complex, interdependent systems. This is one of the root
being disorganizedZ, while the head of the World Wildlifeauses of our current ecological crises. Problems as
Fund referred to us in Genoa, as a *formless howling different as global warming, homelessness, and mental
mobZ. It was the RAND Corporation, a US military thinkliness are all seen in the context of single cause and
tank, who actually came up with the most accurate effect processes. But these cannot be cured like a clockes
description. In their 2002 bodketworks and Netwesy  workings can be mended. They require a different way of
describe the Zapatista uprising, the web of interconnectiedking at the world ... in other words, they require
activistse groups and NGOs, the affinity groups of Seattighole-systems thinking.
and the tactics of the Black Blocsasrmsand predicted Witness how recent tests studying the effects of
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genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on the environmentagically. High-speed film reveals that the movement

have taken place in so-called controlled field settings, spreads across a flock in less than one-seventieth of a

ignoring the fact that such control does not exist in nature.second. Yet this should be impossible, as it is much fastm

GM flowers produce pollen, as does any ordinary flower, @hdn a single birdss reaction time. The flock is clearly moj#e='8

bees will take the pollen to other fields, thus contaminatinghan the sum of its parts. But how is this possible? E

other plants. There is nothing isolated in nature. Observing the movement of affinity groups from

Mechanistic thinking develops a world view which is unablgolice helicopters during many of the mass mobilizationm

to see the interconnection and interdependence of life,  of the past few years, or trying to map the daily flow of [l

unable to see the world for what it is ... a huge, complex, information between the forever-transforming activist “

dynamic system where everything is connected to everythimgups on the internet must create a similar sense of (/)

else, as the balloon in Prague so eloquently suggested. bafflement for the authorities. Even participants in the u
But over the last few decades there has been a paradigimements are often confused as to how everything

shift in scientific understandings of living systems. seems to somehow fit together so well. The logic of the

Scientists are now discovering what indigenous knowledgygarm is an eerie thing, especially when you donet

has long taught ... everything is connected. Ecologists, understand its simple rules. Those who are unable to

biologists, physicists, and mathematicians have begun ttearn from these observations will remain frozen in

beable to describe vastly complex connected webs of lifemechanistic logic, which thinks the whole is never

which are made up of networks within networks. They greater than the sum of its parts.

have gradually realized that life has the ability to self- The swarm phenomena can be observed everywhere.

organize and mutually adapt, without anyone in control. Think of the billions of neurons in your brain. A neuron

Their descriptions of living systems are perhaps the besbn its own cannot have thought, cannot write poetry,

model yet for how the movement functions. move a muscle, or dream, but working with other neurons
Imagine watching thousands of birds take off one by it can produce extraordinary things. Now think of a dense

one. As they begin to rise into the air, a pattern emergesnass of bees swarming across a landscape in search of the

They group together and then, if a predator approachesperfect location for a new hive; all this happens without

the flock rapidly turns direction, swooping up, down, leftanyone in charge, without any single command centre.

right; all the birds stay together, and none of them bump It wasnet until the advent of high speed computers that

into each other. The whole flock moves as one, as if itessmientists were able to begin to unravel this mystery. Prior

organism. Yet no one is in charge; it seems to happen awithat, they had observed the phenomena, but because
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__Networks

they were attached to their clockwork view of the worldthat govern a highly connected network. Through these, we
they literally couldnst believe their eyes. For years aftercan learn how to organize creative actions and build
the idea had first been posited in the 1950s by Alan  sustainable movements in our local communities. There is a
Turing, inventor of the computer, scientists couldnst tendency within some aspects of anticapitalist movements
believe it, and kept looking for a head bird, a leading cetb think that actions happen spontaneously, without
Only computers could model these hugely complex selfplanning or structure. An email from Australia inaccurately
organized, and interconnected systems. What scientistssuggested that the Reclaim the Streets street parties in
saw was astounding ... each element seemed to be  London resulted from pure spontaneity. The emailss author
following simple rules, and yet when the multitude was bemoaned the fact that Australians somehow did not
working together they were forming a highly intelligent possess this magical ability to just turn up and create a
sophisticated self-organized system. Nowadays softwarstreet party from nothing. As any organizer can confirm,
designers, urban planners, and ecologists all use thesecreating situations in which spontaneity can occur is a lot
concepts in their day-to-day work; the realm of politics of hard, and mostly not magical work.
has yet to catch up. Spontaneity is a vital tool of resistance, but it occurs

For this is truly organizing from below. The process ainly under certain conditions. The most successful
simple local units generating complicated global or groupovements are those that are able to adapt to situations
behaviour, a process not directed by a conscious entity,raptdly and spontaneously, much like the flock of birds
rather emerging through the interrelationships of the  avoiding the predator, precisely because of a stunning
systemes parts, is known in scientific circlesmagrgence amount of preparation, interconnection, and flow of

If numbers, neurons, crowds, computer programmesgcommunication that is already in place.

cells, city dwellers, birds behave like this, why not a What are the ingredients of successful mass actions?
networked movement of movements? Incredible structures are developed beforehand: we find
large buildings and transform them into convergence
Learning to self-organize centres; we organize workshops, trainings, and
*Chaos is a name for any order that produces confusiorcoordinating meetings; we form affinity groups which
in our minds.ZGeorge Santayana meet each other and form clusters; we work out

communication channels via mobile phones, pagers and so
Emergence may seem to sjust happene, but ites actually tleeth; we set up independent media centres and pirate
result of clear sets of mathematical principles and procegselio stations, ready to compile information from
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multiple street reporters and feed it back to the streets; change the quickest, a concept that is alien to many E
we develop beautiful and enticing printed propaganda; older forms of political organizing. Many of the groups
the list is endless. It takes months of planning to set upin these new networks call themselves m

the networks from which can emerge the intelligence ofsédis)organizationse, implying that they are loose
magically moving, thinking swarm, a shape-shifting networks rather than formal organizations. :
organism that can survive the chaos of the streets or the Yet in order to give up control and allow the system t
disruption and repression of the state. govern itself, we need to develop structures that will @

The Pentagon think-tank RAND, in its highly enable us to lose control with dignity and thus be able tqikan
informative analysis of the successful swarming strategi@gerwhelm the dry and brittle forces of state repression “
of the Zapatistase civil society networks and the Direct with our invincible fluidity. Authoritarian systems are (/)
Action Networkes WTO shut down in Seattle, suggests thavd at changing laws but not habits, and it seems that“
this movement is ahead of state authorities in its mastetke race for true network mastery in the political arena,
of swarming. But it also suggests that the police learnedva are already in the lead. By learning some of the
lot from their failures, and that activist groups have principles of swarm logic and emergence, we can develop
learned little from our victories. Although mass creative tactics and strategies that will put us even
mobilizations have grown steadily since then, there hasfurther ahead, not just for mass street actions, but for all
been a tendency in the latest mobilizations to repeat  forms of organization and mobilization in our networks,
ourselves, to attempt to reproduce Seattle, or even worsdether through the global reach of the internet, or
to return to familiar forms of struggle, the mass marchesvithin the local spaces of our communities. The future of
instead of decentralized actions, rallies and speeches the planet and society may well depend on who builds the
instead of assemblies and spokescouncils ... forms whiofpst successful network of networks.
squander our new-found advantages, and do not reflect
the new worlds we want to build. The new is always movéatching the ants
daunting than the familiar, but if we donet want to repeatWe need to work like the Zapatistas do, like ants who go
the failures of great rebellions of the past, we need to everywhere no matter which political party the other belongs
continue to develop ways of working that learn from our to. Zapatistas proved people can work together in spite of
victories, which build on the past and yet are always differences.ZAnna Esther Cecena of the FZLN (Mexican support
reaching into the unmapped and unknown future. committee of the Zapatistas)

Sustainability comes to those who can adapt and

69



__Networks

Systems theorists know there is no better way to learn what is happening, you will see something quite different
about emergence than by looking at the extraordinary ... the ants are actually all weaving in and out of line, and
behaviour of ant colonies ... one of naturess most touching each other! Every single ant greets each ant
successful examples of bottom-up intelligence. Ants arecoming from the other direction, heads and antennae
found virtually everywhere, from the tropics to the desestroke one another, communicating with pheromones,

to the tundra, and account for over 18 per cent of the then goes on its way to meet the next ant. In any line of
earthes biomass (the combined weight of every living ants, virtually every ant will meet and briefly exchange
thing on the planet). They grow fungi in farms, raise  information with every other ant. Somehow, these simple
aphids as livestock, and have extraordinary engineeringnteractions multiplied enable the colony as a whole to

skills and city planning, building recycling dumps, adjust the tasks allotted to each ant, allowing the colony
lavatories, and graveyards situated away from the mainto run efficiently. In this cooperative conversation
bady of the colony. between separate local parts can be found the

Ant colonies are perfectly self-managed without any extraordinary phenomenon of emergence, where the sum
single ant in charge. They can switch rapidly between of all the parts becomes greater than the whole.
roles of foraging, nest-building, and raising pupae; they Clearly, ants are very different from people. But the
can work out the shortest route to food, and prioritize way the ant colony as a whole works, its process, is
foodsources based on quality, ease of access, and distaoceparable to that of the movement of movements ... the
from the nest; and the entire colony seems to know  numerous email lists, the autonomous local groups
exactly how many ants are needed where and for what networking globally, the face-to-face gatherings, the
jobs at any given time. The best way to think of a colongasivergence centres, the ebb and flow of crowds in the
as a self-regulating organism, with its millions of cells occupied streets. This not only shows how our local

and all its bio-chemical feedback loops constantly actions produce global behaviour; it shows us how
adjusting itself to reach homeostasis ... regular heart béaportant the quality and amount of communication is in
bady temperature and so on. the maintenance of effective networks.

Our cultural images of ants evoke military columns Most of the anticapitalist global days of action
with proud soldier ants marching in a straight line, one happened not because of central commands, but simply
column going towards the food and the other back to theecause a small group sent out a proposal. If the proposal
colony (just like a motorway), with isolated individuals captured other groupse imaginations, they disseminated it
tirelessly working for the queen. But if you really observen email lists, discussed it at meetings, mentioned it in
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exponentially in every direction, a kind of ricochet accounting system to come crumbling down. Many

rebellion, and in the end, no one takes responsibility anghteracting smaller pieces create the exponential magic @i@p

yet everyone takes the credit. In emergent systems, yo@emergence: swarm logic.

influence your neighbours and your neighbours influence Our movements are multiplying at an incredible rate. E:

you. All relationships are mutual feedback loops. Every day new connections are developing both face to f
Paying attention to the lessons of the ants and their and virtually as the internet grows to connect more

emergent systems can help teach us how to build efficisehtient beings than any other technology before it. New [y

trickle-up systems, networks where the local becomes webpages, email lists and Indymedia centres are springim

global, where the top-down chains of command are  up like grass after a downpour, leading to more networking’d

broken and replaced by a multitude of individual, more co-ordination, and more actions. The crowd has “

communicative links acting simultaneously. always terrified those in authority, but a crowd where each

individual is able to think and act autonomously, a crowd

Four ways to act like an ant and dream like a giant where everyone is connected to everyone else, will cause

*Our enemies did not cross our borders, they crept throogiredtitan a shiver down their spine, because it behaves in
weaknesses like antsizar Qabbani ways that no one will ever be able to predict.

publications, web pages and so on. It multiplied an entire summit to be cancelled, or the entire corporatea

If we want to build networks that behave like a swarm, Stay small: The greatest feature of the ant colony is the

these four rules from the ant world can guide us: simplicity of each ant; if one ant began to somehow assess
the overall state of the whole colony, the sophisticated
More is different: A few ants roaming across your behaviour would stop trickling up from below, and swarm

kitchen floor might find the bread crumb hiding under logic would collapse. Emergence teaches us that not to
the table, a lone affinity group might find the breach in know everything is a strength and that local knowledge is

the fence around the summit, a few independent sovereign. The magic is in densely interconnected systems
researchers might manage to find the link between the made up of small simple elements.
Enron scandal and their local council. As soon as our groups become too big, communication

But increase their numbers and interconnect them anends to break down and hierarchies develop. We must
youell have something which behaves quite differently .learn to divide like cells before this happens; big is
youell get systematic change ... a movement that can causéeldy, small and connected is what we should aim for.
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__Networks

A network of a million small interconnected groups happens because the ants are paying attention to their
cannot be stopped by any of the worldes police agenciesgighbours, rather than waiting for orders from a distant
no leaders can be singled out for assassination or authority. The more ants do so, the more quickly their
corruption, no single headquarters raided, no central  colony will solve problems. Local information leads to
party committee infiltrated. But that doesnet mean our global wisdom; this is the secret of the intelligent swarm.
movement is small ... for we are all networked into a The ants teach us that by working locally and
whole that is larger than anyone can possibly imagine. continually sharing our local stories globally, by
connecting everything and creating a plethora of feedback
Encourage randomness$iaphazard encounters are key loops, we donet need to ... indeed cannot - sorganizes the
to network-building ... they are where creativity lies.  global network, it will regulate itself, swarm-like, life-

Without the lone ant exploring new territory, no one like, if we develop the right structures and conditions.
would find new sources of food or develop ways to adapt
to environmental conditions. The (r)Evolution will be improvised

Decentralized systems thrive on the creativity of | saw everyone and saw no one, for every individual was

random encounters. How often have you been in a huge subsumed into the same, countless, meandering crowd: |
swirling crowd on the streets during a festival or an action to everybody but could remember neither my own words n
and bumped into exactly the right person, or found out a others, for my attention was at every step held by new eve
key piece of information you were seeking? How often and objects, by unforeseen developHfikinis Eakunin
have you received a seemingly randomly forwarded e-mail
from someone that happens to point you to someone el$&hen Bakunin wrote of his experience on the streets of
who will enable your new project to get off the ground? Paris during the 1848 revolution, he was unknowingly

Some may think that with perfect unity the revolutiondescribing emergence. Thinking and technology has
begins, but without randomness, evolution ends. While evolved exponentially since he wrote, yet our thinking
some toe the party line, others are drifting and dancing around political change has not evolved to the same
into new ways of changing the world. What may look likeegree. Although a revolution has occurred in our
chaos to some is actually brimming with creativity. perception of the world, many of our perceptions of

political change remain stuck and fixed in centuries old

Listen to your neighbours:sLocale turns out to be the keymodels ... centralized parties, uniformity, manifestoes,
term in understanding swarm logic. Emergent behaviourtaking control of power, hierarchical leadership.
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Now that we better understand the workings of work in progress that makes itself up as it goes along,
decentralized, diverse interconnected networks within constantly adapting to each otherse needs. An
networks where everything is in flux, there is no excuseunprecedented global (r)evolution, is taking place and d
for our political forms to remain stuck in ways of seeingmany of us donet even recognize it.
and thinking from the past, ites time to evolve. Activist Hazel Wolf lived through the Russian

One thing that has not changed since 1848 is the factRevolution, the Chinese Revolution, and the fall of the
that revolutionary moments always open up the social Berlin Wall. The thing about all of them is, nobody knew m
space for people to begin to connect in new and manifoldhey were going to happen,Z she says. A revolution, by it
ways, spontaneous convergences occur, and a multitudenature, hardly seems possible before it takes place; but it “
unaccustomed conversations arise. If we look at any ~ may seem obvious, even inevitable, in hindsight. (/)
revolutionary situation we see human interactions As the networks grow more connected, by webs and u
multiplying as the streets and squares are filled, groups autions, wires and stories, many things will emerge that
networks coalescing as the human desire for convivialitywe, as mere neurons in the network, donst expect, donst
swamps the alienation of capital. The town hall meetingswfderstand, canst control, and may not even perceive. The
the American Revolution of 1776, for example, or the  only way to understand an emergent system is to let it
sections of the 1789 French revolution; the clubhouses oftthebecause no individual agent will ever be able to
1871 Paris Commune or the numerous syndicates duringdteal the whole. The global movement of movements for
Spanish Civil War of 1936; R#eén Hungary during the  life against money, for autonomy and dignity, for the
uprising of 1956 or the workerse councils of May 1968; thdream of distributed direct democracy, are following an
popular assemblies that appeared spontaneously acrossirresistible logic. It is a logic as old as the hills and the
Argentina after the uprising of 19 December 2001. forests, an eco-logic, a bio-logic, the profound logic of life.

What is emerging now is a dialogue of a million voices
which is building the first truly interconnected global  Notes from Nowhere
uprising, an unprecedented transnational social
revolution, a revolution made up of thousands of
revolutions, not just one. A revolution that is not
predetermined, or predictable: not going around in circles
but moving in every direction simultaneously. What we
are witnessing now is actually a lot more like evolution, a

MIBN

73



Inspired by the Zapatistafvitation to weave a global network of re:Dreaming Of a Rea“ty Where the
and following the success oftheutd8@or Humanity and Against F)ast and Futu re Meet the Prese nt

Neoliberalism in Chiapa: eentrtbok place exactly a year later ir
colberals pas,anseentithok place e yay by Andrew Flood

Organized horizontally through co-operation between numerous Eu vpews suvien

movements, involving planning meetings in Prague, Zurich, and Beaogtmaviereedtsre are people who are fed up with the dominan
encuentrbrought 3,000 activists from 50 countries together under the pahnes, “fio seek to change their own lives, to open new spe
a World Which Contains All Worlds.Z and construct a more dignified present. Everywhere there are

For nine days in locations spread across Spain, Tuareg nomads from‘@ﬂu"}\%&gﬁpmphces desiring to live an adventure.Z

Saharan desert mingled with German anti-fascists, Indian Ghandians‘mM‘?‘ﬁtﬁanJQr the convocation of the Second Intercontinental

Brazilians, British anti-road protesters with Zapatista delegates. The ré%ﬂf&ﬂé’ dor Humanity and Against Neoliberalism

network began to take shape as disparate groups met face to face to co,ntinze the

. : L P a | r a moment marching up a hill, lit only b
rowing global conversation about fighting capitalism and buildin Qﬂ@f}i f 9 _ ) g up ’ y y .
g 99 gniing cap gstar |g%|t and a distant bonfire on a hot August night, in

Despite the intense heat, the difficulty of coordinating workshops s&pefatediy near the very tip of southern Spain. Looking at
hundreds of miles, and complaints of too many fiestas (six in nine Ry St pain point out the red twinkle of Mars to the
themes of the gathering began to take shape as people explored gugsiiertdikghblow arm you entwine. She comes from the

do we learn from each otherse struggles? What kind of network dqmpngmé?é/mﬁbf Europe. Behind you lies an agriculture
are the new forms of struggles and politics? estate, left derelict by its owner but now seized by

Many new initiatives and groups were born during those long dust?%gw,lméﬁhm rkers. B_ehir_‘d you hundreds _Of comrades_ try
the idea of a more concrete global campaign against the World Tr 6%&1% allow ”V_er '_n the dark. On either S'qe' olive
and the development of a global alternative media network. There QY5 adtiptiy UP the hills in neat rows, the red soil now

that the global network of resistance was becoming a powerful re 37 and cool. o
Someone on the road ahead starts singihga

BarricadeéTo the Barricades) in Spanish. Slowly this is

taken up by others behind and ahead, in Italian, Turkish,

and other languages, sometimes just hummed or whistled by
those who donet know the words. The Spanish version is
familiar to me from a scratchy recording an Italian comrade
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passed on to me on tape. The original recording is of it took place on the evening of 2 August 1997. This was the
500,000 people singing this working class anthem at a raBecond Encounter for Humanity and against Neoliberalism.
of the anarchist National Confederation of Workers (CNT) icould describe it in cold, political terms alone but this
Barcelona, July 1936, days after the revolution there. would miss the «for humanitys part and in truth for every

Those on this road have gathered from all over the woddy we discussed organizing *against neoliberalisme we
over 50 countries in all. They have temporarily left the  spent another «for humanitye.
struggles in their own countries to come here to dream of a The encounter was organized without a central
new reality together. Here the weather-beaten features ofc@ammittee through co-operation on a continental level.
malecampesifrom Brazil are found beside the sunburnedNews of it flowed along many paths in many languages. It
face of an 18-year-old female squatter from Berlin. Do yomade huge leaps via the internet and fax, and smaller ones
feel you are imagining something impossible, something via leaflets, pamphlets, on radio shows, in photo
from a Hollywood blockbuster, or the past? Then add onexhibitions, and during a million conversations. In various
more detail: a gasp goes up from those on the road, for ways the news of the encounter-to-be was put into the
overhead a shooting star briefly appears. Were it not for thands of those marching in Derry in February 1997 against
collective gasp each of us might have imagined this was &he massacre of civilians by the British army there 25 years
vision we alone were seeing. But no, we look around andearlier; landlessampesimmsupying land in Brazil;
realize we are marching, seeing, and dreaming together. refugees from the Western Sahara in camps in Southern

In our modern world The Power tells us such dreams aklgeria; anti-road protesters in Britain; First Nation
no longer possible. History has ended, there is no dreamactivists in Canada, those running a epirate universitye for
just the reality of alienation, work, and obedience. Yet theworkers in Turkey; environmental campaigners in Colombia;
scene above is not from a film or from a history book, ratlaeademics in South Africa; anarchists in Poland ... the list

>> May 3 >>Declaring *The oil is ours,Z 50,000 Street, a busy shopping district in London, UK. The
workers at Brazilss government-run oil cétefrateo drivers argue, and then begin smashing up the cars.
Brasilejirvalk off the job over pay cuts and a plan tBuddenly, 500 people pour out of the underground
privatize the company. The strike is reinforced by station and occupy the street. The first Reclaim the
strike of thousands of rail workers and truckers, aStresdits street party begins, challenging the privatization

as tens of thousands of other government workersf public space by the car, while bringing together the
demanding higher wages and an end to privatizatpirit of carnival and rebellion, rejuvenating creative
>> May 14 >3wo cars collide and block Camden faighs of direct action.
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goes on and on. It echoed right down to the Zapatista much of Spain some 61 years earlier, a revolution that in
villages in the mountains and jungle of the Mexican souttthe last few years had become a point of redefinition for
east where the idea of the first encounter had come fromsections of the left.

Arriving at 8.00 am we first formed a cordon through the

Flowing to Spain train station for the security of the Zapatista delegates who
And so in July people from everywhere came on boats, bgd travelled with us. Then we marched in a long column
plane, by car, bus, and train, even a few by bicycle. through the streets, at one point passing under a squat from

Alongside them came messages bearing titléRdiistance the roof of which large exploding fireworks were being fired
to Neoliberalism: A View from SoutsAfozens of papers in welcome. This brought the neighbours out on their
began to arrive to be translated and circulated. As we gdialconies along the route to wonder what this motley, tired,
closer, the streams started to merge until a river of peopdéd unwashed sample of the worldes population were up to.

arrived from the Metro station to fill the public buses One of the strange features of our group was how many
to San Sebastian de los Reyes, a small and dusty town of the delegates sleeping on mats in school halls were
outside Madrid. equipped with portable computers, digital cameras,

The opening ceremonies were held in a nearby bull-ringnd other play-things. But with these we succeeded in
Plaza de Toros, where two delegates from the Zapatista putting up on-the-spot accounts and pictures of the
communities read out greetings in which they propheticallgncounter in process.
warned us that: As companions in the struggle for harmony The sub-group | worked with dealt with the issue of how
in our world, we say that it is necessary to put up with heat form the network of information between struggles. The
thirst, and tiredness, like a farmer who puts up with call for this network had emerged from the previous
everything because he has faith in his work in the fields.Zencounter in Chiapas and was contained in the closing
These were indeed prophetic words for the week ahead oftatement: «That we will make a network of communication

Wesplit up for discussions on a variety of issues whicamong all our struggles and resistancessf this
were held in five different locations in the Spanish state.imtercontinental network of alternative communication will
set out for the train station alongside others heading norsearch to weave the channels so that words may travel all
to Barcelona for the economics and culture group. We the roads that resist.Z
travelled overnight on a specially chartered train to Most of us had experience in communication, from pirate
Barcelona. Many of us felt Barcelona was a fitting locatioadio and small circulation magazines to regional TV stations.
the centre of the anarchist revolution that had swept  Wedecided to work in English and Spanish, as everyone there
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had a working knowledge of one of these languages. from Subcomandante Marcos might take after he has
We legan by rejecting the traditional pyramid structure written it in the heights of someeib#&ree in the mountains
of news media where local sources feed up to regional legéthe Mexican south east. Perhaps it goes on horseback to
which feed to national and perhaps the global level befor¢he nearest settlement, from there by car to San Cristobal
news trickled down again to other regions. In discussing where it is typed onto a computer, translated and suddenly
what a network without a centre could look like (butin  takes more paths, perhaps by fax to newspapers and
recognizing that some people have more time and resoursekdarity groups on the one hand, on the other it jumps
to dedicate to the flow of information than others), we carnato the internet and runs down the telephone lines to
to use the human brain as an analogy. Here the many noligtserves like Chiapas 95. Here it replicates hundreds of
have major paths that carry information between them butimes and make its way onto a desktop in Ireland where it
it is possible for any two nodes to form a connection and jomps onto webpages and more lists but also gets printed
any connection to improve in speed and the amount of out and stuck up as a poster in a bookshop or reproduced
information it can carry if this is needed. Therefore many and distributed in théViexico Bullet8imultaneously it has
minor paths also exist. There is also a two-way flow of arrived in Istanbul, where it is also printed out and travels
information and feedback on the information that is sent. by bus to some distant town and a union meeting. Multiply
This image flowed out of what the network already is, ithis path by thousands and consider all the alternatives and
practice. The network we described is an organic one  we see the network already exists without a centre; indeed
already in existence and already growing. Our role was ntbeedifferent nodes have not only never met but can be
to begin a description of it and come up with ways to unaware of each otherse existence.
develop this existence and improve the flow of information. In the course of the week in Barcelona we also mobilized
Weconsidered, for instance, the path a communiqué in support of one of the squats where the encounter was

>> June >>Health-care workers occupy hospitals on President Menemess proposal to introduce tuitionsfeedune 8 >South Korean President Kim Young Sam
throughout Cordoba, Argentina. Nurse Ana Mariafor the first time. Days later, the vote is in favour of feesns unions that a planned strike at the state-owned
Martoglio says, sWesve taken over this hospital beraligets erupt throughout the night. telephone company would be akin to «an attempt to
they havenst paid us in two months and because tteJune 5 >®ver 3,000 people occupy the Mexicod®iythrow the stateZ.

government has sent the health-care system to heliaék exchange, protesting against election fraud irrthdune 15-17 >Bhe Halifax Peopless Summit in

>> June 1 >About 5,000 Argentinian students surrctate of Tabasco. Three hundred people arrive on f8efjada brings together international non-governmental
the Congress, preventing deputies from entering, ahdving walked 500 miles from Tabasco to draw attengjanizations (NGO) and local networks of activists,
forcing the government to postpone discussion andnasiongvide to what has become known as sTabasdodatey.global issues with local concerns. Workshops,
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being held. In a piece of blinding stupidity the council hadpoint of the European march against unemployment. The
announced its intention to evict this in the middle of the video was produced by Italian autonomists from a social
week. They backed down on the day of the demonstratiosentre in Rome which, we were thrilled to learn, was in an
which became a victory march through the Hospitalet  old military fort with a castle and a drawbridge.
district complete with samba bands, stilt walkers, and fire  The encounter was bringing people from different
jugglers. An enduring image from the demonstration is orteaditions of struggle into contact with each other so that
of a Brazilian carrying the flag of the MST, the movementwe could draw inspiration and learn from each other. The
co-coordinating the occupation of farmland by landless value of this sort of exchange cannot be over-estimated. By
campesin@s support of the occupation of a building in oneseeing the struggles of others, we come to understand our
of the big industrial cities of Europe. own struggles better.

Another highlight of the week was a video-showing of  After several days, we boarded the train for the closing
the Milan train occupations. These occurred in June of thigathering and settled down for the long night-journey
year when 4,000 Italians occupied two trains in Milan andacross the Spanish state to El Indiano. Throughout the
succeeded in travelling right across Europe to the night, and into the next day, vast amounts of liquid
demonstration against the EU summit in Amsterdam, focalbfreshment were consumed to the sound of revolutionary
songs from every corner of the globe, which emanated from
the dining car. By the early hours of the morning the songs
were becoming shorter as words were forgotten, but the
spirit was there. On that long train journey south many
kindred spirits living in this temporary and mobile free
worlde reached out to each other in the dark of one hundred
compartments. All through that night and into the next day
the train rolled south and as the sun rose, so did the heat,
and it kept rising and rising as further south we went into a
land of red soil ... sunflowers and olive trees stretching
into the distance.

The journey took 20 hours by train and another 30
minutes by coach to the small town of Puerto Serrano. Here
Secondncuentrofor Humanity and Against Neoliberalism. Spaitve ran into two gates, each guarded by a large bearded man

Jordi Blanchar
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shouting at us to go to the other one. Eventually somethimgy each group from the numerous discussions reported
was sorted out and thousands of activists flooded into theéback in three languages, Italian, Spanish, and English and
schools and their grounds to stake out spaces for sleeping the evening we returned to hear the closing words of the

That evening there was the inevitable fiesta. We formedapatista delegates before making our way back along the
into a long column outside the schools and marched thereoad,; this is where the shooting star appeared and this
definitely more of a manifestation than a demonstration. account begin. From here there is little to tell or there is
The locals turned out in force to watch. At one point an olelverything to tell. The Second Encounter ended but the
man stood outside the house, both arms above his head,encounter for humanity and against neoliberalism goes on.
cheering those marching by. From his age and obvious joy
we speculated that here was a participant whose eyes haghdrew Flood is an Irish anarchist who has followed the Zapatista rising
seen the struggle that Spain represented to so many of usqline since 1994, travelled to Chiapas for the dirgtuentroin 1996, and
the Spanish revolution of 1936. We were, after all, in the spent time in a community there in 1997.
olive groves of Andalucia where a previous generation had
fought and died for their vision of a new world. Resources:

On the final day of the encounter we walked to El » Documents from the seca®acuentrocan be found at
Indiano, an agricultural estate squatted by $iiredicato de  www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/3849/encounter2dx.html
Obreros del Catdpmn of Rural Workers). We were passed
at one point by a digger, its front bucket crammed with
several punks who had hitched a lift from a local.

Revolutionary Spain briefly met Mad Max on that road.

The end was an anti-climax; throughout the long, hot

protests, carnivalesque street theatre, and outdooof three months pay. strike, closing about 4,000 public schools, as well as
picnics prevail, while the G7 meet under extremely3aduly 13 >XEnergy workers in Ecuador begin a lmg state universities. The teachers demand a
security, with delegates freely walking about the c#rike that threatens to halt electricity and petroleypnesidential veto of a recently approved pension law.
and meeting in a Maritime Museum which fe